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Editornial Notes

The Mar Ivanios College Annual
comes out again in time for most of
_the studenis to take away with them
their copies when they go home tor the
mid-summer holidays. It is, however,
a matter of regret for the editors
‘that the publication could not take
place early enough for the ‘junior
students of the degree courses to get
their copies before they went home. The
delay has been caused chiefly by the
circumstance that the editors are ex-
tremely busy during the third term when
the work of preparing the students for
the impending public
takes up all their time, and leaves the
no leisure. _,-_ J
Contributions.

As each year passes, the ..mll gb
articles, stories and poe ‘?vsu d
by students for publicatio \ﬁh the
Annual deteriorates fu@her ﬁa further.
This is true, partmu“larly, of contri-
butions in Engllsh.

The editors, are, therefore obliged
to reject most of the contributions, and
‘overhaul’ those which are accepted for
publication. This is one of the reasons
why the English section of the Annual
is so thin this year. The number of
contributions received was also compar-
atively small this year.

The Neglect of the Study of English in
Schools and Colleges.

This takes us to a topic of very great
importance at the present time. The
tendency today is to give less and less

importance to the study of English.
There was a time when the medium of
instruction was English from the Second
Form onwards in the schools. In those
days an average student who completed
the High School course could express
simple ideas in 5more or less correct
English or MaJayalam. He had a
love of readu%, more or less developed,
and wnuld  at least a small number
of book’s’i and occasionally at least,
newspabvérs- and periodicals. The re-
sulgt‘,{%(asrﬂ‘»a he achieved a mental
dﬁvelo,@uent not far short of his physi-

examinationss Veral ‘a@é The brighter students, who

more, succeeded in acquiring con-
erable general knowledge, and, what

) &
\(~1s more important, possessed a love and

thirst for knowledge. They had a love
of literature. Some of them had crea-
tive talents in literature. Most had a
capacity, limited necessarily, but real
nevertheless, to appreciate literary
beauty. Their knowledge and love of
the English language and literature did
not prevent them from loving and study-
ing their own mother-tongue; on the
contrary, those who were more pro-
ficient in English were also more profi-
cient in their own mother-tongue. This
happened because the knowledge of a
highly developed language necessarily
helps one to handle one’s own mother-
tongue with greater skill.

Compared to the students who came
to the University in those days _for
higher studies, those who come to-day
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are inferior in many respects. The
average student who joins the Uni-
versity Previous Course to-day cannot
read and understand the simplest
English books. He cannot write a
single sentence in English free from
major grammatical errors, The amount
of his general knowledge is very limited.
At the beginning of this year, [ found
that, in a class of eighty students, only
one could tell me the name of Gandhiji’s
murderer! Only the same student knew
the name of the Communist country in
Europe which is not under the control
of Soviet Russia., Worse still, the
average first-year student in the Uni-
versity to-day cannot write correct
sentences in his own mother-tongue ;
he cannot even spell many Malayalam

words correctly. He has little senxe;\/pu

<

of aesthetic appreciation, and, as {
literature is concerned, little creéﬂ
talent. He has no capacity

ness of thought or preci

pression. He does not re§ vﬂ& he

cause should precede tl\ r why

a predicate shoul Ave~a subject
Woarst of all he ha Qb ove afd thirst for
knowledge for ‘% own sake. He is

willing to work hard to pass an exa-
mination. But of pure intellectual curio-
sity, the eagerness to widen the mental
horizon in many directions, he seems to
be completely innocent.

This deplorable state of -affairs has
been brought about by various causes,
the chief of which is the neglect of the
study of English in the schools, During

the past decade, and even earlier,
politicians, bitten by the reform bug,

launched upon many an experiment in
the field of education, of which their

‘and High School

knowledge was necessarily limited.
They never thought of consulting the
people who could have given them ex-
pert advice—the teachers. The medium
of instruction in the Middle School
was changed over-
night from English to Malayalam, and
the study of English was thereafter
given extremely little importance. As
a result, generation after generation of
students have been deprived of the
grealt advantages that a study of the
world’s greaé language would have

undoubtedl rought them. We, the

people erala, can justly boast of
being of the most intelligent races
in h\e/ On account of our in-

uperiority, we were able, in
%s‘ to secure for ourselves many
ns of responsibility both inside
outside India, But native intelli-
ence, though it may be a great asset
in itself, is not enough. A proper train-
ing and disciplining of the mind is an
essential pre-requisite of high achieve-
ment, That training and disciplining
was, to some extent at least, provided for
in the educational system that existed
before the attainment of national inde-
pendence, It was a fashion to denounce
that system of education as a system
suitable only for the production of
clerks. But the undeniable fact is that
that system produced some of our best
men and women. Theresult of the new-
fangled experiments in reorganizing our
educational system has been that the
intellectual supremacy, of which we
could once hoast, has been rendered a
thing of the past. Several generations
of students have already been penalized
to a life of third-rate efficiency by our
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half-hearted study of English. Itis high
time that something is done to remedy
this unfortunate situation. But the
tragedy is that there appears to be no
hope of anything being done in this
direction in the near future. Indeed, the
Government of Kerala, it is rumoured, is
planning to introduce Malayalam as the
medium of instruction in the University
also. We hope the rumour is false. For
such a step will effectively destroy, once
for all, whatever intellectual superiority
the people of Kerala still has over the
rest of India, and cut out our opportuni-
ties for service outside the State. And
we know, only toe well, how limited the
opportunities for employment within the
State itself are.

The Language Controversy.
Leaders in the field of education and,

politics in other States have recogmze”é*'

the danger that lies in the attem;}tanto
replace English with Hindi. In Madras
a movement under the {eaderahip:ﬂf that
intellectual giant, Rajaji, 1§\fgath‘&r1‘ng
momentum, against the f‘i’npoi in of
Hindi on the non-Hindi. speakmg peopie
of India. We have ag. Jpolitics, but we
are greatly interested in this matter
because it vitally affects the future wel-
fare of the people of India. We fear it
is unwise to make Hindi or any other
Indian language the medium of instruc-
tion in our Universities ; we believe that
it is better to retain English as the
official language of India; and we believe
that India will benefit greatly if the
study of English is given greater im-
portance than at present in our schools
and universities.

It has been argued that adherence to
English would mean subservience to a

foreign language. But to the people of
South India, Hindi is as much a foreign
language as English is. We are for
English because of the intrinsic value of
that language, and because that lan-
guage is the best medium in existence for
the expression and exchange of modern
ideas. Rajaji said at Calcutta recently :
“ Modern scientific knowledge is ex-
plosive, and rapid advances have been
achieved in various fields, and we in
India can keep abreast of them only by
reading English Jf(mks ? We agree with
this view. e%c'pe and pray, for the
sake of Indigg+hat our leaders will show
wisdom and enlightenment in their
efforts/ to ﬁgd a satisfactory solution to
lhile‘EipOl‘,t&ﬂt problem.

The NngbUnweuﬂy
WV E;mée the publication of our last An-

the Travancore University has
"glased to exist; and in its place the
‘Kerala University has arisen. All the
Government Colleges, and almost all the
Private Colleges within the boundaries
of the State are now affiliated to the new
University. It is possible for us to make
this University the greatest centre of
learning in India. We have the stuff,
here in Kerala, of which scholars and
scientists are made. But whether the
raw material is purified and transformed
into something glorious, or left to remain
what it is, unaffected by the years
spent within the walls of colleges, is a
matier that depends upon the wisdom, or
otherwise, with which the policies of the
University are shaped. It will be a
blessed day for Kerala and India when
the Government and the University
authorities realize our present miserable
plight and take effective steps to .raise

1ii
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the standards of education. The insti~
tution of more, and more generous,
scholarships, the provision of Dbetter
facilities for research in all colleges,
and the raising of the salaries of Uni-
versity teachers so that they may not
be obliged totake up work outside the
college in order to make both ends meet,
are some of the measures which the
authorities must take without delay. If
these and other measures are under-
taken. our University will undoubtedly
be able to produce scholars who can
hold their own with the scholars of the
best Universities in the world.
Sir Ramaswamy Mudaliar.

With the inaugration of the Kerala

University, Sir Ramaswamy Mudaliar, ¢ %1
who had been till then the Vice-Chan- 3&

cellor, decided to resign. It is with deep
gratitude that we recall how, during
term of Vice-Chancellorship, the
versity began effectively to re@gni

the existence of the private c;es;ang

of the great service they e €
community. He shaped&?é ities of
the University in such a w at the

private colleges to\/be better
represented in g&arious University
bodies, and teachers of private colleges
began to get a more equitable share in
examinerships and the like. He was
not able to do all that he would have
liked to do for the private colleges, but
he did what he could, in spite of many
difficulties. We record here our in-
debtedness to him.
The New Vice-Chancelior.

Dr. John Mathai, a great son of Kerala,
is our new Vice-Chancellor. He is a man
of high intellectual eminence and deep
scholarship. We hope that under his

_able and wise guidance, the Kerala Uni-

iv

versity will become a great centre of
learning, and win for itsef the first place
among the universities of [ndia.

A Word of Thanks.

I wish to express my deep gratitude
to the other members of the Editorial
Board for the generous assistance they
have consistently given me. The stu-
dent-members did whatever they could
to collect contributions. The editors
of the Malayalam, Tamil, and Hindi
sections have all taken a great deal of
trouble over thdjr respective sections.
The editing he Malayalam section,
in panic%Ywhich comes. in for high
praise Qy readers year after year,
invol\&}a ~dreat deal of hard work for

m Editor, Sri G. Vaidya-
r, M. A., as many more con-
hs are included in that section
The Art Editor,

i
t in any other.

= @rl Ernest Stephen, has taken a great

deal of trouble over the printing of the
blocks and the arrangement of the
various photographs in the Magazine.
But for the hard work put in by all of
them, and for the constant encourage-
ment given by the Rev. Fr. Principal,
the Annual would not have been so good
as itis, and it would not have come
out so early.

Qur Putron.

The Patron of our college, His Grace
the Most Rev. Benedict Mar Gregorios,
is also the Patron of our Annual. We
are greatly indebted to His Grace for
the kind encouragement he has consist-
ently given us through the years.

The editors wish to record here their
deep gratitude to His Grace for the
interest he has always taken in their
work. May God shower down on him
His choicest blessings.

E. J. CARR],
Chief Editor.
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The Annual Reporti,
1957-'58.

Mr. President, Rev. Fatk.ers, L.Idl;’s 3'nd Ge%tlemen

I am very glad to welcome you aoq (o
place before you the A@halﬂt&port
of this college for the year 1'952"'»353’r

A University in the mcd{mg

As one interested in education, and
responsible in some measure to the
public in the matter, | may be permitted
to preface this report with one or
two general observations. This infant
democracy of ours has her problems in
education, By a piece of legislation
quietly put through in an otherwise
tense atmophere of party politics, we
have the Kerala University Act, which
aims at fostering Kerala culture. The
University bodies, as prescribed in the
new Act, are now in the making.
These bodies are to give form and
features to our hope to build a better

Keralam. You and I have to make
our positive contribution to this in-
tellectual effort.
The University and the public.

In his wvery informal visit to the

college, Dr John Mathai, our first Mala-
vali Vice-Chancellor, walked into the
class-rooms, and by putting a question
here and there, to the teachers and
the taught, he made them realize the
need to face the problems that confront
us. To some boys he put the question,
“Why are you at the college?’” The
reply was invariably a disarming smile.
With the lecturers he discussed the
problem of the medium of instruction,
and enquired about research facilities
in the university, conveniently skipping
over the question that very greatly
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worries the poor private college teacher,

the question of better salaries. We are
grateful to him for his visit and for the
new and direct approach to academic
questions which he has adopted—an
approach based upon c(onsultation with
the persons actually at work in colleges.
Practical solutions to these problems, if
any, must come from you and me, and
that not in a distant future, but im-
mediately. We are to be the makers of
our University, if we are not to be its
victims.

Growth of the College.

The year under review has been one
of growth and achievements for the
college, though not of a very spec-
tacular kind. Although we were prepared
to start the degree courses in Physics
and Chemisry some years ago, sanction
from the University was deferred i1l
this year in view of the changg fro_m
the two-year to the three-ygar-degree
courses. So at the beginnhing of\the
academic year we started the three -year
degree courses in Phys:cgand Chemistry,
thus expanding th€é’- sciénce section
to the status of\‘i full First Grade
College.

The college main building, the ¢OQOla-
kettiambalam’ of 1952, has grown up
to be a landmark in the city, with its
four floors and 28 halls—a crown adorn-
ing the Bethany Hills. Through its
windows, and from the long corridors,
one can see the blue ridges of the
Agastiakoodam on the eastern horizon,
and stretching between them and the
Bethany Hills, the undulating hills
and valleys, clad in green, and pre-
senting a panoramic view, ever fresh
and very pleasing to the eyes. The

2

Arabian Sea on the west, variable in her
moods and hues, calm and grave at sun-
rise, rolling and tossing her fluid silver
at mid-day, and mellowing into beauti-
ful gold at sunset, cannot fail to inspire
the mind of the onlooker. Now that
the building is very nearly complete, I
must compliment our boys and their
professors on the patience with which
they have borne for the last two years
the dust and the din incidental to
building work going on overhead or in
adjacent rooms. Perhaps the agony
could havecbéen shortened:; but we do
not go ifito that; we are glad it is over
and thedpuilding is ours. This expan-
sion aalong ‘Has cost the management 3 to
#L:fkhs of rupees. It is the generous

@a“clf,lﬁf‘t of a very great many bene-

factors here and abroad that made the
work possible. As beneficiaries, the
public of the country have to be thank-
ful for this.

Admission and sirength.

Paradoxical though it may seem, there
has been a fall in the strength of the
college, though more groups have been
introduced and more buildings put up.
From 1170 last year, the number of
students has come down to 923. The
group-war strength is as follows ;—

Class Total.

Juniors. Seniors.

B. Sc. Mathematics 22 17 39

B Botany 32 32 64

»w  Zoology 32 31 63
B. A. Ecouomics 46 38 84
B. Com 68 58 126
Total 200 176 376
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First degree class of the fhree-year degree
course -

B.Sc. Mathematics 16

' Physics 7

o Chemistry 27

5 Zoology 19

B. Com. 12
Total 81

Pre-University Class 466

The fall in the over-all strength of the
College is due to the paucity of ad-
missions to the First Degree Class. In
other classes, our admissions remain
steady. In the University Previous Class
there are a hundred students more than
last year. The proportion of seniors to
juniors is one to seven. This is not

without its reaction on good discipline
Iam glad to report that
this small element of seniors has fairly

and traditions.

succeeded in taming new-comers(ty our
established traditions, and I. hape tl;is
will continue in the future. ¢

Flight of infellactuals fromjﬁbargl;;bé’urses.

A glance at the aUmission” register
shows that as mafiy as 33 students,
who had enrolled themselves in one
group or another, lefi with transfer
certificates to join professional courses.
These, without insult to others, it may
be said, were the more proficient boys.
This proves that liberal courses in our
University fail to attract and retain

intelleciuals. I wonder if this should be
allowed to continue.
Staff.

The changes in the staff, during the
year under review, were comparatively
few, and such as were necessiated by
personal exigencies.

~ ate studies.

) pl:afes’sor

From the department of English Mr. A.
Sankaranarayanan left for service else-"
where. His place was taken by Mr. H.
S. Donald, M. A., for a short time, and
then by Mr. A. V. Vasudevan Potti, B. A.
(Hons.). Mr. P. John, B. A., tutor, joined
the University College for post-gradu-
Although his name is not
on the departmental register, he is very
much with us, because he has grown with
the college and feels part of it. 1 wish
him brilliant success in his studies. Mr,
Mani, Lecturer m"Mathematxcs resigned
to join th: McSc. statistics course in
the Umvers«u%u‘ He has been replaced
by Mr. YA *Kalyanasundaram M. Sc. Mr.
Ittyerah ]bsgp‘h head of the department
of Gﬁémw,ﬂ‘y’, was called to St, Thomas
kalflaegn:-;l Trthur, to organise he degree
cmrsM‘n that college. As a seasoned
devoted to his work and to

}college, and above all as a good

derly man, and an enthusiastic pro-
moter of very many common causes in
the city, his absence is regretted very
much by very many. Mr. P. K. Thomas
resigned, and sailed off to the U.S. A,
to do research for a doctorate. To cover
the shortage, Mr. A. J. Varghese, M. Sc.
(I Class), and Mr. P. J. Cheriyan, M. Sc.
(II Class), were taken into the depart-
ment. The work of the head of the
department is mostly done by the senior
assistant, Mr. O. P. Abraham. In the
department of Botany, Mr. K. V. Nata-
rajan, who had endeared himself to
students and staff during his short
period of service, left for Government
of India Service. Mr. Bastian Jose, M. Sc.
(IT Class), was appointed in the vacancy.
We are very sad and still slowly re-
covering from the shock caused by the
unexpected demise, on 11—I—I958, of

3
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Prof. J. Sreenivasan, who built up the
department of Botany is this college.
He gave this institution the best of his
last years. He came with the reputation
of a number one professor of Botany in
in the University, and passed away in
harness and in the saddle unto the last.
1 wish here to record our appreciation
of his work and deep indebtedness to
his cherished memory. Already pro-
posals have been put forward by his
beloved students to perpetuate his
memory by the unveiling of a portrait
in the department of Botany. May God
reward him for his labours. The junior
staff of the Zoology department has un-
dergone a total change. Mr. C. Mathew,
M. Sc. (I Class), left for Government of
India service, and Messrs N. C. ]oseph
T. T. George; and T. J. Xavier, d
monstrators in the department, left
higher studies. Mr. K.]J.Rajan, MSC.
(II Class), and Mr.C. R. Netto,
Class), were appointed mste{
Mr. K. J. Rajan resigne R for
service in the Intellig Dﬁ'p}ﬂtment
Mr. I.P. Napoleon, M¢Sc., w&p«appomted
demonstrator. Mr..G»8. Venkatasubban,
Lecturer in Agficilture, was relieved
when that group for the Intermediate
was abolished by the University. By
retrenchment, Mr. A. S. Joseph, M. A,
had to be relieved. Mr. M. C. Antony-
swami, M. Com., the shortest member of
our staff, resigned his lecturership for
service elsewhere, and Messrs K. K.
Oonnitton, M. Com. (II Class), and S. K.
Nair, M. Com. (II Class), were appointed
lecturers.
Examination results.

Last year we presented 296 students
for the University Previous Examination,
351 for the Intermediate, 36 for B. A,

4

,SCQ}

67 for. . B.-Scu: .and. 30 for B Com.
Although we do not feel very proud
about it, the percentage of passes for the
Pre-University in our college, was the
highest among the city colleges, being
429/ complete passes with 5 first classes,
22 second classess, and the rest, third
classes. For the Intermediate, B. A., and
B. Sc., we have kept our rank among
sister colleges by securing 93 per cent in
Botany, with 8 second classes, 92 per cent
in Mathematics, and Economics, 72 per
cent in Hind@per cent in Syriac, 100
per cent in ’Eg . In the B. Com. final, T

am happ%/to say, we have taken the
first ran‘g‘ the University, Sri. S.R.

Su Mo@lyer securing the firstrank
ing the A.V. George Gold

\/ ed@

'@n spite of the fall in strength of the
college the hostel continues to be
popular, and we had to refuse admis-
sion to quite a number of applicants.
There is a Sodality of the B. V. M.
functioning in the hostel for the spiri-
tual formation of the Catholic boys.
The parental control exercised by the
wardens is very much appreciated by
the students and their guardians. Per-
sonal attention to individuals, and
facilities for special tuition were pro-
vided in the hostel.

C. 5. U. and Newman Association.
These two associations have been very
active during the year. One of the
high lights of the year was certainly the
celebration of the regional conference of
the C.S U. in this centre during the
Christmas holidays. With the hearty
co-operation of the thirteen college units
in the South Kerala region, and more
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particularly of the city units, the
function came off as a grand success.
The leadership camp preparatory to
the conference was attended by 30
student-representatives. The speeches,
discussions, and entertainments revealed
a high standard of efficiency, and cont-
ributed to the intellectual formation of,
and the establishment of healthy con-
tacts between, members of the union in
different colleges. The procession taken
out through the main road of the city
from St. Joseph’s High School to St.
Joseph’s Cathedral at the end of the con-
ference, with students marching under
their college banners, with hymns and
prayers on their lips, and the rear made
up by the Archbishop of Nagpur and
Trivandrum on foot, was not demons-
trative, but impressive.
participants nor the curious spectatq(s‘
are likely to forget the experience.. ﬁ)’r)
a coincidence, it offered a striking con-
trast to a political party p{oces§19n
going abreast, with fists in the axr\ \and
slogans rocketing to the. k1 The
inwardness and the Olﬁ%“rword],mess of
the Catholic mind ag@td not get a better
illustration. I take this opportunity to
thank the various units, their chaplains,
and their officers, for their very helpful
co-operation, and to congratulate them
on the success they achieved. I am
very grateful to their Graces the Arch-
bishops of Changanacherry, Nagpur,
and Trivandrum, their Excellencies
the Bishop and cqQ-adjutor Bishop of
Trivandrum, and to the distinguished
speakers for accepting our invitation
and contributing to the success of the
C. S. U. Conference. I am glad that
our students took initiative and in-

Neither theA. an

terest in organizing such a memorable
function.

Sports & Games.

In addition to existing facilities, the
college has provided a new volleyball
court and two shuttlecock courts during
the academic year, the last mentioned
game being very popular with our
students from Ceylon. We are aware
that a full-sized hockey court is an
immediate necessity. 1 believe the
management wﬂjr,ﬁnd means to provide

it, now that \g}& building work is just
over. .8

This yeétr we participated in all
the :mel"coHe*g:ate tournaments and
athlétic nﬁ:’&i’s We lost in the semi-
fidd)s of football, hockey, volleyball
aptl basket-ball tournaments. We. have
%@g{ -fanked third in the Trivandrum

We won the inter-collegiate table
tennis tournament during the year, and
the Dr. Vincent D. Bayliss Trophy is
with us for the year. Simon Abraham
of our.college was selected as the
captain of the University basketball
team, and M. I. Eapen and C. A. Mathew
were selected to play in the Varsity
volleyball team. Simon Abraham was
also selected for the State Basket-ball
Team. We participated in the various
league tournaments in cricket, football
and hockey, conducted by the various
State associations We also partici-
patedin the South West Tennis Tourna-
ments conducted by the Trivandrum
Tennis Club.

As in the previous years, we conducted
inter-class tournaments in volleyball,
basketball, football and hockey. The

i
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annual athletic meet was held on the
22nd, 23rd and 24th January, 1958.

N. C. C.

From August, 1957, we started regular
parades. The new cadets were enrolled
during Septemper, 1957. There were
about 147 applicants for enrollment.
We took part in the Independence Day
parade when Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the
President of India, took the salute.

The attendance at parades, about 92
per cent, is satisfactory. Attendance at
parades, we feel, is a very important
factor in the training, and a sense of
duty and of discipline can only be
achieved by attending the parades
regularly. Normally leave is granted
only on medical grounds.

I am proud of the cadets of the r‘olle%}

particularly because they are in no wa
bebind other students in agademid.
studies, and have secured g0 ”f:;fvmaﬂés
in their examinations, ther@lw pnpmﬁg
that N. C. C. activities arg¢ mot ahhmd-
rance to the students qunly 4 help in
forming the habit of system@tlc studies,
All possible faakl\?‘es and encourage-
ment are being given to the N. C. C. in
the college.

Arts Ciub.

This year the club was able to present
teams of artists in drama, music, and
painting, to compete in the Trivandrum
District Youth Festival programme. I
am glad to report that the artistes who
represented the Kerala University at
the Youth Festival 'held -at Delhi in
November, 1957, were almost entirely
drawn from this college. The team was
captained by Mr. S. K. Nair, M, Com. ,
a lecturer of this college. I wish to

6 -

congratulate the members of the Arts
Club on this first effort, and wish them
even better success in the future.

Social Service & Planning Forum.

The Welfare State makes heavy
demands on all citizens. A collegiate
course is not complete without initiation
and training in service in one form or
another, be it ‘Sramam dan’, ‘Sampath
dan’, or ‘Jeevan dan’, as the case may
be. Our Socml Service League, with
optional menﬂwshlp, provides this op-
poriunlty Jﬂ response to the call for
savings f{gm students and staff to help
the se flve—year plan, the planning
for r?rv organlzed a small-savings

.C. J. George, M. Sc., is ap-

'..jm'n«e,cg fficial savings oﬂ‘]uer for the
~c0k[:ege Rs. 500 have already been
ected, and the target of Rs. 1000/~
dor the year, it is hoped, will be easily
reached before the end of academic year.

Library.

Our students from the city take ad-
vantage of the accessibility of the
different libraries in the city, like the
American Information Library and the
Public Library. It is my pleasant duty
as Principal to countersign very many
applications for, membership in favour
of our students. Perhaps for this reason,
our own library has not grown very
much. Now that two big halls are
available for the library in the new
block, the library has to grow. Dur-
ing the academic year, 604 volumes
have been added, and yet the total
number of books is only 7176. More
books have been ordered, and are
expected soon. Qur arabition is not to
depend on the existing libraries outside,



THE ANNUAL REPORT 1957—'58.

but to build up one of our own, com-
parable to any outside.
Conclusion.

In the various fields of activity in
college life we bave tried to do our duty
as we saw it. The success that has
been recorded, and the success we hope
to achieve in the public examinations
that are fast approaching, we believe,
come from Almighty God. We thank
Him with sincere hearts for all His
goodness and His great mercies. Our
gratitude to the first Principal and pre-
sent patron of the College, His Grace
the Most Rev. Benedict Mar Gregorios,
for his abiding and solicitous interest
in the college are better felt than ex-
pressed. We, the staff and the students
of the college, are deeply and sincerely
thankful to His Grace. I wish to than
everyone of my esteemed collegues fo

their cooperation, and to congratilate K

they will continue to extend the same
generosity, and manifest the same team
spirit, in working for higher objectives in
the curricular and extra-curricular acti-
vities of this college. I may assure you,
ladies and gentlemen, that our students
have behaved very well in and outside
the college and kept the tradition of
good discipline. They have been docile,
and responsive to the care and affection
bestowed on them For the work they
have put inday by day, I am sure, they
will reap a ri arvest in season, and
come out with flying colours in the
ensuing e inations. Going out, dear
students, femémber, the motto of your
Alrga(/j}&a:__;*etf&“"\feritas Vos Liberabit”,
that O¢the_Iruth will make you free”.
I{.‘&’I&\b your constant endeavour to
wa"ée()h’e trath without fear of conse-
anes, to embrace it, and te hold it
igh as the torch that lights your path

them on their achievements. I am)sure “to victories in life’s battle.
{)., .;;;‘ JAI HIND
«\\’;'
———



Reports on the Activities of the Various
Associations and Clubs

(1957-'58)

The English Literary and Debating Society.

The English Literary and Debating
Society was inaugurate on the 22nd
August, 1957. Sree Ramanathan, Princi-

the inaugural address. The meeting was

presided over by Rev. Father Franc;sl-

Kalacherry, our Principal. (

The function was graced by the
presence of His Grace the-maost Rev.
Benedict Mar Gregorios;~O.1.Cy, M. A,
D.D., Archbishop of CFrivandrum, and
the Patron of our cellege.

An extraordinary meeting of the
Society was held on the 16th January.
1958, under the presidentship of Rev. Fr.
Francis Kalacherry., Sree K. Seshadri,
M. A., Lecturer in Philosophy, Univer-
sity College, Trivandrum, made an in-
teresting speech on ‘ The Philosopher’s
Problems,”

Under the auspices of the Society, a
lively debate was conducted on 20th
January, 1958 Mr. P. Sadasivan, M. A.,
occupied the chair, The proposition
¢« Hindi must be made the medium of

Ins}ru*&ﬂq}r §at University Level ” was
moyet by Mr. Sathya Das, IV U C.

M,r Philipose, III B. Com., opposed the
pal, S. D. College, Alleppey, dehvered”»

propqsn.ion and advocated the retention
aﬁEnghsh The proposition was voted
down by a large majority.

Competitions in elocution and essay-
writing were conducted by the Society
in connexion with the College Day Cele-
brations. In the essay competition, Mr.
T. K. Stephen, I.D.C., got the First
Prize. In the elocution competition,
Mr. Sathya Das, IV U. C., and
Mr. Stephen, I. D. C., got the First and
Second Prizes respectively.

Qur most sincere thanks go to Rev.
Fr. Francis Kalacherry, our Principal,
Rev. Fr. George Malancharuvil, Bursar
of the College, Dr. Sivaramasubramonia
Iyer, Vice-President of the Society, and
Mr, P. Sadasivan, M. A., of the English
Department, for the encouragement they
have given us in organizing the various
functions successfully.

GOPALAKRISHNA WARRIER, C, S.,

Secretary.
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ASSOCIATIONS AND CLUBS

The Malayalam Association.

The inaugural meeeting of the Mala-
yalam Literary Association was held
under the presidentship of Rev. Father
Francis Kalacherry, M. Sc., our principal,
Prof. G. Vaidyanatha Iyer, M. A., the
Vice-President of the Association, wel-
comed the gathering. Sri N. Gopala
Pillai, M, A., Retired Principal of the
Sanskrit College, an erudite scholar and
eminent critic, delivered the inaugural
address. Srimathi Nabesa Ummal, B. A.
(Hons), a young woman of letters and
lecturer, Intermediate College, Tri-
vandrum, made an eloquent and in-
teresting speech on “Modern Malayalam
Poetry ”. Needless to say, both the
address and the speech were erudite

and entertaining. Our students enhanc- h‘imee
ed the grandeur of the occasion with (a"-'

delightful musical performance. ’E.be
chairman brought the meeting to a close
with an informative and
speech, W AN

During the course of fthé ar; the
Elocution Club starteds Jdst yeé‘f under
the auspices of 1be‘~Assoclat:on, con-
tinued to function with great vigour.
The club met many times, and every
time the members took active part in
the discussions by making thoughtful
speeches.

Two of the topics discussed were:
domgyloniw emssele  amamywiario

ini;\él;'ésgiﬁ;g

n oo 275 Pagaeemamo? and “mgyeen
@oansTmmonlss Gray,s0Imacey de o6
WIB2IW |olacemara?l?

The purpose of the club — to give
expert training to its members in the
art of public speaking—was to a great
extent, fulfilled. Mr. G. Vaidyanatha
Iyer, M. A., Professor of Malayalam,
who was present.,_\gt every meeting of
the club, helped the students with
sound critic %\rice The usefulness
of the training thus given to the mem-
bers bec'agﬁ‘e <clear when they partici-
pate {Q;t vejmnon and essay competi-
c?&h 1de and outside the college.
gg\of the prizes were awarded to

of the club,

,‘@et me conclude this report by ex-
pressing our sincere thanks to Rev.
Fr. Francis Kalacherry, the Principal
of the college and President of our
Association, Rev. Fr. George Malan-
charuvil, the Bursar of the college, Pro-
fessor G. Vaidyanatha Iyer, M. A., the
esteemed Vice-President of our Associ-
ation, and Rev. Fr. Daniel Ayyaneth,
lecturer in Malayalam, who have all
strained every nerve to help the Asso-
ciation to carry on its activities success-
fully.

R. GOPINATHA PILLAI,
Secretary.
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The Hindi Association.

The inaugural meeting of the Hindi
Association was held on the 16th Oct,,
1957, under the presidentship of Rev. Fr.
Francis Kalacherry, M. Sc., our Prin-
cipal. Sri. P. K. Kesavan Nair, B.O.L,,
Hindi Special Officer, Government of
Kerala, delivered the inaugural address.
The speaker pointed out the necessity of
all Indians studying Hindi, and made
various suggestions that would help to
popularize Hindi in all parts of India.
He made a survey of the history of the
Hindi language, with special reference
to Kerala State. Vidwan P. J. Joseph,
B. A., Lecturer in Hindi, made an in-
teresting speech, in the course of which
he pointed out how Hindi is eminently
qualified to be the Rashtra Bhasha. :

Under the auspices of the Association,
an essay competition was held on-17th

N\

D~

January, 1958. The first prizes were
awarded to S. Ramakrishna Pillai, IV
B. Sc., and G. Andrews, IV B. A. The
second prizes were won by R. Rama-
chandran Nair, I. D.C., and S. Krishna-
moorthi, [II B. Com., respectively.

As per instructions from the Dakshina
Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha, Madras,
an elocution competition was conducted,
and. P. .S, Lreprge III U. C.,, won the
prize.

Under the-auspices of the Association,
a drama<*" Shamadan ”, translated by
VidwanP., J. Joseph, B. A, Lecturer in
Hindi, ,qg"s presented in the College
Auditérivm by the students, and it was
4 grand success.

O G. ANDREWS,
Secretary.

"The Tamil Association.

NY

The inaugural meeting of the Tamil
Association was held on 9th October,
1957, under the presidentship of Mr. P.
S. Nataraja Pillai, Ex-Minister of the
erstwhile Travancore-Cochin State. Sri
Subramoniam, M. A,, Lecturer in Tamil,
Intermediate College, Trivandrum, spoke
on ‘ Arts and Life ™.

In the course of the year, several ordi-
nary meetings of the Association were
held, in which a large number of students
made speeches on various topics.
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An elocution competition in Tamil
was conducted under the auspices of the
Association on 20th January, 1958. The
First Prize was awarded to P.Sankaran,
IIT U. C., and the Second Prize to
Maraikar Chinnathamby, P. U. C.

An essay competition in Tamil was
also conducted on 2Ist January, 1958.
The first and second prizes were awarded
to Kulasingam, P. U. C., and Stanislaus,
P. U. C., respectively.

S.SAM ANOLD,
Secretary.
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The History Association.

The History Association was in-
augurated on 22nd August, 1957. Rev.
Fr. Francis Kalacherry, Principal, pre-
sided over the meeting. Dr. Ramana-
than, Principal, S.D. College, Alleppyv,
delivered the inaugural address. The
function was graced by the presence of
His Grace the Most Rev. Benedict Mar
Gregorios, O.1.C.,, M. A,, D.D., Arch-
bishop of Trivandrum, and the patron
of the college.

An extraordinary meeting of the
Association was held on 10th January,
1958, when Sri Gopinatha Menon, B. A.
(Hons), Lecturer in History, Govern-
ment Intermediate College, Trivandrum,
made an interesting and instructive
speech. Mr. T. L. Varghese, B. A.
(Hons), presided over the meeting.

P T. THOMAS,
2 Secretary.

& o

The Economics Association.
{ )

The
inaugurated on
along with the other Associations
of the College, by Dr. Ramanathan
M. A.. Ph. D., Principal, A-S‘,‘-,_b. ﬁéﬂ%ge,
Alleppey. Rev. Fr. Francis Kalacherry,
our Principal, presidedbover the'meeting.

Economics Association

was

An ordinary meeting of the college
Association was held on Thursday, 26th
September, 1957, with Mr. V. S. Ouseph,
B. A. (Hons), in the chair. The subject
of the discussion was “Industries and
the Five-Year Plans”. Messts P. T.
George, P. V. Mathew, and K. Sathya-
das, of the Senior B. A. class, and
Mr. K. Jayakumaran Nair of the Senior
B. Com. class, spoke on the occasion.

22nd August,, 51__957,.-_;

‘@m extraordinary meeting of the

~Association was held on 26th October,

1957, in connexion with the U. N. Day
celebrations. Sri J. A. Moreira, B. A.
(Hons), B. T., presided over the function.
Rev. Fr. George, Messrs P. T. George,
K. Sathyadas, and G. Andrews of the
Senior B A. class, and Mr. P. T. Thomas

of the III U. C, spoke on the occasion
In an essay competition conducted
under the auspices of the Association,
Mr. P. T. George of the Senior B. A.
class was awarded the first prize and
Mr. S. Babu, Junior B. A., the second

prize.

SATHYADAS

Secretary.

11
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The Botany Association

The Botany Association was inaugu-
rated, along with the other associations
of the college, on 22nd August, 1957, by
Dr. Ramanathan, M. A., Ph. D., Princi-
pal, S. D. College, Alleppey. Rev. Fr.
Francis Kalacherry, our Principal, presi-
ded over the function.

The students of the Senior B. Sc.
(Botany) went on a study tour to Ooty
on 27th October, 1957. They were led
by Messrs I. M. Scaria, M. Sc,, and V. V.
Joseph, B. Sc. The party stayed at Ooty
for five days, collecting specimens for
the college museum and herbarium.

An extraordinary meeting of the Asso-
ciation was held on the 18th of Novem-
ber, 1957, with Professor J. Srinivasan,
M. A., in the chair. Mr Narayana Iyen,
Professor of Botany, University College,

Trivandrum, made an erudite speech on

the ¢ Medicinal Value of Plau% _
On the 11th of January, 195*8,‘{5:{' |
Srinivasan, our beloved Proéfessor, and
the Vice President of our Association,
passed away. This v;as a great loss to

N
N

the Department.
was held when
subramonia Iyer,
G. Vaidyanatha Iyer,
Raveendran, M. Sc., and Sri. N. C.
Thomas, IV B. Se., Secretary of the
Botany Association, spoke on the great
services rendered by the late Prof. Srini-
vasan to the College, in general, and to
the Botany Department, in particular.
In honour of this memory, the mnext
Monday was<eclared a holiday.

A condolence meeting

Dr. A. Sivarama-
M. A., Ph.D. Prof.
M. Ay, SHLKGP,

An extradofdinary meeting of the Asso-
ciationwas held on 20th January, 1958,

ger ‘the pf»emdemship of the Rev. Fr.
Pngﬁeippi, {when it was resolved to unveil
@ portrait of the late Prof. J. Srinivasan
“An_the'Botany Department. Messrs I M.
§”t,a’rla M. Sc,, and C. P. Mathew spoke
on the occasion. A handsome contri-
bution was made by the students of the
Botany Department to meet the expenses
of the vnveiling of the portrait:

N. C. THOMAS KUTTY,
Secretary.

AR A

The Zoology Association

The inaugural meeting of the Zoology
Association was held on 2znd August,
1957, under the presidentship of Rev. Fr.
Francis Kalacherry, M. Sc., our Princi-
pal. Sri Ramanathan, Principal, S.D.
College, Alleppey, delivered the inaugu-
ral address.

Three ordinary meetings were con-
ducted in the course of the year, under
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the auspices of the Association. The
first meeting was on 4th November, 1957.
Sri K. P. Sebastian, M. A., made a
speech on * Cave-dwelling Animals.”
During the second meeting, held on I1th
November, 1957, Sri. M. I. Thomas, M. A.,
F.R.E. S, gave an interesting talk on
« The Pioneers in Biology . The last
ordinary meeting was held on 25th
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November, 1957. Sri C. J. George, M. Sc.,
made a very interesting speech on * The
Social Life of Insects.”

A Zoology study tour to Krusadi
Islands was conducted under the aus-
pices of the Association during January,
1957. The touring party was led by Sri
K. P. Sebastian, and Sri M. I. Thomas,

Another study tour was conducted on
1st November, 1957, to Cape Comorin,
The party was led by Sri M. . Thomas
and Sri Rajan.

K. PARAMESWARAN NAIR,
Secretary

PRI 2

The Commerce Associgtion

The Commerce Association. was in-
augurated, along with all the other asso-
ciations, by Dr. Ramanathan, M. A.,
Ph. D,, Principal, S.D. College, Allep-f
pey, on 22nd August, 1957,

An ordinary meeting of the Associa-
tion was conducted in January,-1958,
with Mr. S. K. Nair, M. Com.,“Lecmrﬁr
in Banking, in the chair;. Mr M A,
Philipose, 1II B. Com., spoke on - the
occasion about ¢ the I_{_lace of Cémmerce
in Modern India”. '

An extraordinary meeting of the Asso-
ciation was held en 5th Feb, 1958. Mr.
C. I. Abraham, 1. A. S., Ex-Managing
Director, Kerala Finance Corporation,
presided over the meeting. After the
welcome speech by Mr. P. J. Mathew,
B. A, B. Com. (Hons.), Sri Abraham
made an erudite speech on “ The Finan-
cing of Industries.” The Lecturer spoke

at length onthe structure and functions
of the’ State’ Finance Corporation, and
the 'leg,gli’ng part which the Corporation
;;,p1ay¢s in financing small-scale industries
in‘Kerala. He pointed out that, of the
tiwelve State Finance Corporations in
India, the Kerala Finance Corperation
ranks first, as it has made the ma-
ximum use of the amount granted by
the Central Government for the pro-
motion of small-scale industries. -

The Commerce Association conducted
an essay competition in connection with
the College Day celebrations, Messrs
Gnanasikhamony, IV B. Com., and V.
Subramonia Iyer, III B. Com.. were
awarded first and second prizes res-
pectively.

V. SUBRAMONIA IYER,
Secret iry.

13
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The Arts Association.

The Arts Association was inaugurated
by Mr K. Ramakrishna pillai, a reputed
writer and actor. He gave a very useful
talk on the proper appreciation of art.
The entertainments of the evening
started with a performance by the
college orchestra. The Dramatic Club
staged a play “‘cgmizc @@ agem tqy
aol@sae’, written by Sri Kanam E,J.

The various clubs working under the
Association, the Dramatic
Club and the Music Club, were very
active this year. Separate reports of
their activities are published elsewhere;

especially

On the College Day, one of Moheres
plays, Love
staged, under the able direction of Sri
K. Narayanan Nair, M. A, This, was
followed by a Hindi play ‘Samadan’,
written and directed>by Vidwan P, J.
Joseph, B. A, I..ecti:rer in) Hindi. The
interval betw&éh ‘the two plays was
‘enlivened by instrumental music and
spirited group-songs presented by the
Music Club.

After the Annual Social Gathering,
held
Day Celebrations,
“.groad&jm", written by Sri Karoor, was
staged. This was followed by a Tamil

in connexion with the College
a Malayalam play
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is the Best Doctor, was

play ‘The Sword’, written and directel
by Sri S. David, B. O. L

One of the members of the Dramatic
Club, Sri P. V. Mathew, a talented
actor, stood first in the Inter-Collegiate
dramatic competition, and was selected
to represent the Kerala State in the
dramatic performances conducted at
New Delhiin ‘connexion with the Inter-
University Youth Festival.

In';fl;*?é Dramatic Competition held in
he C@ ege, T. R. Ramakrishna Iyer,
4;'

1 D.c‘C (B. Com.), was adjudged to be

the' best actor. The second prize went

to M. Arul Raj.

Let me conclude this report by re-
cording the sincere gratitude of the
Association to our lecturers, Messrs
T- L. Varghese, M. A.,, K. Narayanan
Nair, M. A,, S. David, B.O. L, S.K.
Nair, M. Com., Ernest Stephen, M. ST
and P. Sadasivan, M. A., and to Sri
Job, B. A., of the Mar Theophilos
Model School. Our special thanks are
due to Sri P. J. Joseph, B. A., Lecturer

in Hindi, and a real master of the
make-up technique, who rendered us
invaluable service whenever a play

was staged.

P. V. MATHEW,
Secret.ry.,



ASSOCIATIONS AND CLUBS

The Rhetoric Club

The Rhetoric Club was inaugurated
on the 22nd August, 1957, by Dr. Rama-
nathan, M. A,, Ph. D, Principal, S. D.
College, Alleppey.

The Club was, thanks to the constant
encouragement and energetic leadership
of its Vice-President, Sri P. Sadasivan,
M. A, very active throughout the year.
The number of applications for member-
ship in the club at the beginning of the
year was so great, that a preliminary
selection had to be made by conducting
an elocution competition, On the basis
of the marks obtained in the contest,
twenty-five applicants were chosen for
membership,

Several debates were held during the
year. “ A third world war is iuevitab,lgi’
and “Hindi should be the medium-o6f

instruction at University level X weré.

two of the propositions debated:

Regular training was gjikyén_ tos the
members in the art of public speaking.

Throughout great stress was laid on
practice. Members were frequently given
the opportunity to talk on various topics.

That this training was effective was
proved when elocution competitions
were held in the college and in the
hostel. For the first and second prizes,
in both cases, were awarded to members
of the club.

I wish to record here our deep grati-
tude to Rev. Rg?Francis Kalacherry, our
Principal, whé'is also the President of
our clubp Dr. A. Sivaramasubramonia
Iyer, Sri"Ernest Stephen, M. Sc., and
Sri ¢, K (Nair, M. Sc., who have on
many gccasions acted as observers and
Jadgesat our meetings and contests.

Our’ thanks are specially due to Sri P,
Sadasivan, M. A, the Vice-President of
‘our club, for the constant encourage-
ment, generous assistance, sympathetic
guidance, and enthusiastic leadership
~with which he blessed us throughout the
year.

M. A. PHILIPOSE,
Secretary.

The Music Club.

This has been a year of immense
activity and glorious achievements for
the Music Club,

The Club first made its existence felt,
when at the inauguration of the Arts
Club it presented the College orchestra,
directed by our able Vice-President,
Sri P. Sadasivan, M. A.

The Club entertained the alumni of
the College on different occasions with
both Eastern and Western Music,

We are proud to record the fact that
at the Inter-University Youth Festival
held at Delhi, out of the nine members
of the group-singing troupe selected
from all over Kerala, seven were students
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of our college, and members of the
Music Club. They were B. N. Kailas,
Clement Pereira, Jacob Isaac, A. M.
Harris, T. R. Ramakrishnan, Abraham
John, and K. P. Phlip. Sri S. K. Nair,
M. Com., who has been the life and
soul of the Music Club, was privileged
to be chosen as the Director of the
Music Group which represented Kerala
at the Delhi Youth Festival. Thanks
to the training given by him, our group-
music team came out first in the Inter-
District Group-Music Competition.

The club presented on many occa-
sions items in Western music. These
performances were organized by Sri
Ernest Stephen, M. Sc., to whom we are
greatly indebted.

At an extra-ordinary meeting of the
club,

team was given a cordial recepfion.

Later the team entertained the students

of the college with a mus'gt‘:gl-' per<
formance. Some talented artistes (frem
outside also took part in the-function.

The performance put 0p by the'college
band in connexion with the College Day
celebrations was.greatly appreciated by
the audience.

the Youth Festival group-musig,

This year scarcely a week passed
without the members meeting for music
practice. The competitions held at the
end of the year were well contested.

The following members won prizes:

Vocal Light Music.

First Prize: Jesudas

Second Prize: K. P. Philip

Group Music,
First Prize: Joss and party

Second Prize:_\ Easo and party

Instrumental Mésic.
First Prizet A. Subramonia Achari
Second. Pﬂze

N\

D. Ganesan

The ea{;__ activities were brought to
a (fitfing close with a magnificent per-

fofmante on the Hammond Organ by
“Me--Tames
dn=charge,
‘Library.

H. McGillivany,
United Stats

officer-
Information

Let me conclude this report with an
expression of our sincerest thanks to
Sri S. K. Nair, M. Com., Sri Ernest
Stephen, M. Sc., and Sri P. Sadasivan,
M. A., who trained and encouraged us,
and gave us every possible assistance
throughout the year,

B. N. KAILAS,
| Secretar y.

o S

The Photographic Club

The club had twenty members this
year. All of them own their own
cameras. The Vice-President, Sri Ernest
Stephen, M. Sc., coached the students
in the art of taking good photos. Regular
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practical classes were held in the dark
room attached to the physics laboratory.
In these classes, members were taught
the intricacies of developing, printing,
toning, and enlarging.
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Hostel Day & Hostel Picnics

Lucky in lucky dip At the Social Fancy Dress Competition

At the Tiger Fallg At Periyar lake, Thekkady At Munnar

At Peermade Experts in cooking Rhetoric Club at
at Ponmudi Kovalam beach
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Whenever there was an important
function in the college, members of the
club vied with one another in taking
¢snaps’ of what was going on.

On Saturday, 9th November, 1957, the
club conducted a photographic excursion
to Perinchani. On 19th January, 1958,

the members of the club went on another
photographic excursion to Aruvikara.
This was also the occasion for a photo-
graphic competition. The winners,
Donald Clement (First) and Y. Christu-
das (Second) were awarded prizes on
the College Day.

ALEXANDER JACOB,
Secretary.

The Painters' Club.

The members of the Club were very
The hidden
many potential Michael
Angelos and Raphaels were brought to

active during this year.
talents of

light and encouraged. The competitions.
held in connexion with the Collqgjr

Day celebrations were well contésted.

The follq@iﬁ?v were awarded prizes:
Wnier-Cbljur -

Fn,gcprm K. R. Ramachandran
'Sefond"fﬁze K. Balakrishnan
.Ereepﬂﬁbd
trst Prize: K. R. Ramachandran

{Second Prize: Jacob Isaac,

Secretary.

“The Athletic Association.

The Athletic Association was com-
posed of the following clubs :
(1) Football Club

(2) Hocky "
(3) Basketball =
(4) Cricket %
(5) Volleyball -
(6) Table Tennis ,,
(7) Tennis "
During the year under review the

various clubs have been functioning
actively with commendable success.

~ bers

Our table-tennis team, led by Mr. O.
Gram, won the Inter-Collegiate Table
Tennis Tournament. The other mem-
of the team were V. S Meny,
V. P. Pillai and R. Muthu. ;

The football team lost to the Medical
College in the semi-finals of the Inter-
Collegiate Tournament. ,

The hogkey team took part in the
Open League Tournament, Knock-out
Tournament, and the Inter-Collegidte
Tournament. In the Inter-Collegiate
Semi-finals, after holding the Medicals

i1
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toa draw, our team lost by a solitary
goal scored off a short corner during the
second half ot the replayed match.

Two members of our vollyeball team,
M. 1. Eapen, and C. A Mathew, were
selected to represent the Kerala Uni-
versity in the Inter-University Tourna-
ment. The team lost in the semi-finals
of the South Zone Inter-Collegiate Tour-
nament to S. N. College, Quilon,
who ultimately won the Inter-Zonal
Tournament.

The basketball team came up to the

semi-finals of the Open Knock-out
Tournament as well as the Inter-
Collegiate South Zone Tournament.

Simon Abraham, our Captain, won the
rare honour of leading the Kerala

Varsity Basketball
year, and he was also selected to
represent the State in the National
Championship Tournament.

Team during the

Though nothing spectacular has been
achieved, steady progress has been
maintained during the past year. Now
that the construction of the main build-
ing has been completed, the Rev. Fr.
Principal has promised to make available
at an early date a 400 metre running
track and a hockey field.

We take thi§~opportunity to express
our deep ._-grzi'titude to the Rev. Fr.
Principalland to Rev. Fr. George Ma-
lanchetuvil,~for all the help and en-
cour; they so kindly gave us

(=
duringAthe past year.

4

2/LE V'S KUNCHERIA,
Physical Diretor.

/

_ "T-he Newman Association

At a meeting of the Association held
on 31st July, 1957, under the president-
ship of Rev. Fr. Francis Kalacherry,
our spiritual director, Messrs Rudolf C.
Netto and A.J. Varghese were elected
president and secretary respectively for
the year.

On 13th August, 1957, we met to bid
farewell to Prof. Ittyera Joseph, who
had been president of the Association
from its inception.

On 11th October, 1957, Mr. E. J. Carri,
supported by Rev. Fr. George Malan-
charuvil, ably led the discussion on
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Christian Marriage. All the members
evinced such keen enthusiasm that it
took three sessions to complete the dis-
cussion. It was concluded with a use-
ful and informative discussion on birth
conirol. Rev Fr. Director, in his sum-
ming-up, elucidated the teaching of the
Catholic Church on the problem.

On 28th November, 1957, Mr. V. S.
Ouseph, supported by Messrs P. J.
Cheriyan and C. ] George, led the dis-
cussion on Education. It took us two
sessions to complete tiie discussion,

“ News and Views,”” presented at



ASSOCIATIONS AND CLUBS

every meeting by Rev. Fr. John Mathew
Elanjileth, continued to be interesting
and informative throughout the year,
The annual retreat for the members
was conducted from the 6th to the r1oth
December, 1957. Rev. Fr. Bahar, S.J.,
directed the spiritual exercises. The
retreat rounded off with Holy Mass said
by His Grace The Most Rev. Benedict
Mar Gregorios, Archbishop of Trivand-
rum, and general Communion, followed

————

by a sumptuous break-silence break fast,
arranged by the Rev. Father Bursar.

Let me conclude this report by ex-
pressing the Association’s sincerest
gratitude to Rev. Fr. Francis Kalacherry,
our spiritual director, and Rev. Fr.
George Malancharuvil, for the en-
couragement and guidance they have
given us. Iam also deeply thankful to
all the members for their hearty co-
operation throughout the year.

A. J. VARGHESE,
Secretary.

o

The Sodality of the Blessed. Vlrgln Mary

At a special meeting of the Sodality
held on 25th July, 1957, Gnanasikamony,
IV B. Com., George Somanader, I B. Sc.,
and John Berchmans, I B. Sc,, Were
elected Prefect, Secretary and TreaSuﬁQp
respectively.

The Sodality was inaugurated-on the
8th of August, 1957, together. With<the
Newman Association and t&e Cathnllc
Students’ Union. o

On the 10th October, 1957, th'irly—two
new members wereSréceived into the
Sodality at a solemn function held in
the chapel.

Two distinguished visitors addressed
the Sodalists this year in the chapel.
The first one was Rev. Fr. White of the
Redemptorist Order. He spoke on
¢ Vocation’. The second visitor, Rev,
Fr, Ceyrac, S. J, spoke on the im-
portance of the Regional Confercnce
of the Pax Romana, which . was soon
to be held at the college.

Thé4veekly meetings of the Sodality
wete-Held ‘en Saturdays, after the morn-
ing'mass At these meetings the “ Little

:Oﬁiggf’“of our Lady was recited. Oc-

%%monally the Rev. Fr. Director preached
fort and inspiring sermons. Occasional
study circles were conducted in the

hostel quandrangle.

The Sodalists took active part in the
Mission Sunday celebrations.

The annual social gathering was con-
ducted on 1st February, 1958.

On the 2nd of February, 1958, the
feast of the Purification of Our Lady,
the Sodalists conducted a solemn and
devotional candle procession from the
hostel chapel to the Asramom Church.

In conclusion, I thank our Heavenly
Queen and Mother for all the blessings
she obtained for us. [ thank also Rev.
Fr. Daniel Ayyaneth, our Director, for
all the help and guidance he gave us.

GEORGE SOMANADER,
Secretary.
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The Catholic Students' Union.

The inaugural meeting of the Catholic
Students, Union, was held on Monday,
the 12th August, 1957. Mr. V. G. Cyriac,
M. A., B.L., Deputy Collector, presided.
Mr. Walter Malt, Secretary of the
Y. C. S.in Germany, Mr. K. M. Mathew,
M. A., and Miss Thankamma Gregory,
spoke on the occasion.

At a meeting of the C.S. U., South
Kerala Region, held at Fatima College,
Quilon, on 8th July, 1957, our unit
was chosen as the Regional Centre
for the year 1957-'58. Our president,
Mr. P. T. George, was elected Regional
President,” and our Director, Rev. Fr.
Daniel Ayyaneth, Regional Chaplain.

way a sum of nearly four hundred rupees
in aid of the Missions.

A leadership camp for the members
of the C. S. U., South Kerala Region,
was conducted in our College from the
26th to the 29th of December, 1957.
Eloquent speeches were made and
lively disucusions held in the camp.
It was a grand success.

The holdin JQf the Regional Con-
ference was most important activity
of our uq’futhls year. Thanks to the
hearty - @operauon of the Catholic

Hos e n1 nd especially of Rev. Fr.
s, we managed to make the
, a success. Eminent prelates

Mr. Simon Arackal, of the Ca\hohc ,anck’,g’nests and distinguished lay-men

Hostel, Trivandrum, was
gional Secretary.

On the 17th of August, IQ&?
conducted a symposium on Ié alﬁ
Education Bill. The Rev. Fre g@lpal

presided. Resolutions ag;fﬁs(l. tb*e Bill
were unanimously passe‘d

As usual, we celebrated tl‘le Mission
Sunday with due\‘solemnity. At the
public meeting held under-the president-
ship of Mr. J. T. Moraes, M, A,,B. L,
T. K. Koshy, M, A., and PanditS. T.
John spoke. A grand auction sale was
conducted on the occasion. A play
in Malayalam, ‘evexn’cgE’ was also
staged. We were able to collect this
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elected Pc@.pr

@de eloquent and inspiring speeches
gurmg the various sessions. Different
“kind of entertainments refreshed the
audience every day of the conference.
The crowning point of the conference
was the solemn and devotional pro-
cession, which the 400 members of
various units conducted through the
main roads of Trivandrum.

The annual meeting and social
gathering were conducted on Ist Feb,
1958. Dr. P* T. Joseph presided.

We can proudly state that this year
was the most fruitful year in the history
of C.S. U.in the College. Our thanks
to all for th ir hearty co-operation.

ISAAC K. VARGHESE
Secretary.
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Report of the Work of the Planning Forum,
1957-'58.

The Forum started functioning with
the election of Satyadas, IV B. A.,
as Secretary. According to the in-
structions received from the Planning
Commission, we celebrated the National
Plan Day on September 13, 1957. A
symposium was organized in connexion
with the celebrations. The following
were the contributions made by mem-
bers of the Planning Forum.

I. The Five-Year Plans and the food
problem in Kerala State, by Mr. P. T,
George.

2 The Five-Year Plans and the un-
employment problem in Kerala by
Mr. Jayakumaran Nair.

3 The Five-Year Plans and the.

improvement of capital-labour rela-
tions in the Kerala State, by Mr K.
Sathyadas.

We also arranged a debatein October,
1957. Mr. T. Y. Harris, M~ A.&L. T.,
Principal, Mar Theoghllos Training
College, Trivandrum, was the speaker.
Mr. P. J. Mathew, B. A, B. Com. (Hons),
moved the proposition that  Co-opera-

tive farming is the panacea for all the de-
fects of Indian Agriculture”. Mr.S. K.
Nair, M. Com., supported the mover.
The resolution was oppesed by Mr, V. S.
Ouseph, B. A. (Hons), and Mr. P' T,
George.

We conducted an essay competition
in January, ’58, and prizes were awarded
to Mr. P. T. George and Mr. Jaya-
kumaran Nair, ‘whose essays were ad-
judged the best.”

Under the auspices of the Planning
Forum,(a ,Club._has been organized to
encoutdge  small savings by the staff
and “students of the college so as to
ingrease -the resources for the Second
Fiyé>Year Plan. Mr. C. J. George,

M. Sc., is the officer-in-charge, and we.

have collected Rs. 800/

A proposal is also made to conduct a
socio-economic survey in a village in
the N. E. S. Block at Kazhakuttom,
The object of the survey is to induce
the members to take keen interest inm
problems of planning and to explain to
the villagers the necessity and im-
portance of the Five-Year Plans.

SATYADAS, IV B. A.
Secretary.
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The Hostel Report for 1957-'58.

This is the ninth annual report of the
" St. Thomas Hostel. Admissions to the
Hostel began with the reopening of the
"College. At the end of the first week
of July, though admissions to the
College continued, a few students had
to be refused admission to the Hostel,
because it was already full.

A Boys Town. Rev. Fr. George
Malancharuvil, Rev. Fr. Danigl Ayya-
neth, and Mr. V. S. Ouseph continue as
wardens. Rev. Fr. Principal also lives
along with us, as our friend and guide.
The Hostel community is two hundred
and seventy-four strong. It inclydes

boys who are just completing theif’ age

of fifteen and grown-up ‘boys’ af-fhirgyX
six. This great difference in‘_ﬂa_é"éges‘b‘ét'
the inmates has been caused by-'the
sdmission of a few _tedcherstudents
of Mar Theophilos Frainitg College
to the Hostel.(i;t}}e” inmates of the
Hostel hail from Various parts of South
India, from Ceylon, and even from
distant Malaya. This multiplicity of
nationalities adds to the variety and
cosmopolitan nature of the life in the
Hostel. It is delightful to behold these
enthusiastic young men moving together
in different fields of activity, like mem-
bers of the same family. They are all
bound together by the bond of brotherly
love and unity. Their behaviour has
fully justified our Hostel motto : “Cor
Unum” [ One Heart |.

Instruction and Guidance. The senior
members of our community have always
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been very considerate to the new-
comers. They have not spared any
trouble in helping to initiate the latter
into the traditions and customs related
to the common life of the institution.
The kind treatment meted out by them
during the first few weeks of the first
term helped glﬁg*y a new inmate to over-
come his_‘homesickness and to forget
the cares and the worries that accom-
pany, a’change of life, and induced
him, t ifigle with the others easily
_4{milfreely. The wardens have always
pogéi.after their charges with paternal
care) The never-failing attention which
theéy have paid to the harmonio.s
development of the different faculties
of the inmates has not been unfruitful.

The sick and the infirm are immedi-
ately attended to. The inmates receive
useful advice and timely instruction
from the wardens in their family gather-
ings known as “Quadrangle Meetings”.

Studies. The paramount purpose of
a student in seeking admission to the
hostel is to secure an atmosphere that
is congenial and conducive to his
studies. It has been agreed on all hands
that the atmosphere of this institution
is ideal in this respect. All possible
facilities are provided for furthering
the interests of the students. Those
who violate the rigid ‘rule of silence’
during the study-hours are dealt with
adequately. Arrangements for special
tuition are made for those who are
weak in particular subjects. As a result,
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the Pre-University students, who re-
sided in the Hostel last year, secured
creditable results. Four of them came
out with first classes, and a good
number secured second classes. Many
of them have secured admission to
Medical, Engineering, Veterinary, Agri-
cultural, and other professional courses.
We hope this year inmates will keep
up the tradition built up by their
predecessors.

Hostel Clubs. Extra-curricular acti-
vities are given adequate encourage-
ment in the Hostel. The special talents
of the inmates are discovered at the
beginning of the academic year, and
they are persuaded to join the various
clubs formed for the exercise and
development of such talents. As usual,

the Hostel Rhetoric Club functioned with

great success. Some of the membeérs,
who had trembled with stagedright
when they first appeared on the' plat-
form, are now first-rate orators.c The
Gardeners' Club also carried on 14;5. acti-
vities with vigour and e‘nth)mmsm It
has helped to instil greater affection
for flowers and plants into the minds of
its members. Allied with this, a
Pisciculture Club, with a limited member-
ship of four,has been functioning effect-
ively. A few other clubs were formed
during the academic year. The most
important of them is the Young Farmers’
Club. The response from the inmates in
forming this club was highly encourag-
ing. For the sake of keeping a high
standard of efficiency, membership was
restricted to thirty-two. The Club took
up cultivation of tapioca on a half-acre
plot. It is a matter of gratification
that the club has helped the members

to realize better the dignity of manual
labour. The kind patronage of the
Rev Fr. Principal added vigour to their
activities. Another highlight of the
year was the formation of a Photographic
Club. It was organized under the leader-
ship of one of our young photagraphers,
Y. Christudas. Thirty-six students were
members of this club. They were given
instruction in such matters as the hand-
ling of the camera, the processing and
developing of the film, the taking of
contact prints, -the operation of the
enlarger, and._the colouring of photo-
graphs. THa-tlub has brought to light
the hidden talents of many of its mem-
bers., THe Hostel Dramatic Club also has
certajn achfevements to its credit. Be-
sides participating in many of the
dranfas and one-act plays staged both
in,\tHe College and in the Hostel, the
{miembers of the club staged the Mala-
yalam drama %meonzg” at Vakayar,
in connexion with the celebration of the
Silver Jubilee of the establishment of
the Syro-Malankara Hierarchy, and
won high praise from one and all.

Games and Sports. Ample facitities
are offered for games like Volleyball,
Basketball, Tennis, Hockey, Shuttle-
cock, Cricket, and Badminton. Our
sportsmen made regular use of the
spacious College grounds for practising
their favourite games daily. However,
we regret to record that, though our
players and sportsman participated in
several tournaments and sportsmeets,
their attempts were not quite successful.

Picnics ond Excursions. A special
feature of life in this institution is the
abundant facilities provided for innu-
merable picnics and excursions, The
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week-end picnics to spots of scenic
beauty in the suburbs of the city of
Trivandrum provide the inmates of the
Hostel with opportunities for relaxation
and merry-making. Apart from such
week-end picnics, excursions are organ-
ized, at intervals, to places of histori-
cal and educational importance. This
year, altogether fourteen excursions
were organized by the inmates to places
like Vely, Sankumukom, Kovalam,
Aruvikkara, Courtallam, Cape Comorin,
Suchindram, Perinchani and Pechipara
dams, the Y, M. C. A., Marthandom, the
Kasturba Rural Training Centre, Kuzhi-
thurai, Ponmudi, the Paper,Mills,
Punalur, Peermade, the game sanctuary
at Thekady, Deviculom, Munnar, Palli-
vasal, Ernakulam, Mysore, and Banga-
lore. Moreover arrangements have al-

so been made for a few of our students)

to participate in the all-India tomr
of the current year, organized by ouf
College.

Hostel Day. As usual, the Hostel Day
was celebrated with great’ solemhity.
In preparation for _the ceLebratmns,
elocution competiti@?s were’ held in
English and Malaydlam. They were
followed by a contest in vocal music.
The judges unanimously commended
the high standards maintained by
the competiors in the various items.
Tournaments in Badminton and Shuttle-
cock also were conducted. The Hostel
Annual Sports were held on the 27th
of January, ’58. On the morning of
Tuesday, the 28th of January, ’58, our
new Hostel Flag went up into the sky
to announce that it was the Hostel Day.
Sri Korah M. Mani, Principal, Govern-
ment Training College, Trivandrum,
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was the Guest of Honour, at the ‘Social’
held in the evening. The Patron of the
institution, His Grace The Most Rev.
Benedict Mar Gregorios, O. 1. C,, M. A.,
D. D., graced the occasion with his
presence. Rev. Fr. Daniel Ayyaneth
welcomed the gathering. Sri T. K.
Stephen proposed a toast to the out-
going inmates, and Sri P, T. George re-
plied to the toast. Then the Guest of
Honour made an instructive speech,
during the course of which he advised
the inmates of ~the Hostel to prepare
themselves wéld~for the life ahead of
them. Rev:) Fr. George Malancharuvil
proposed<@wote of thanks. The ‘Social’
was fdklpwecl\ by an interesting pro-
gra;ﬁ(i}e gﬁ(\fa’nety entertainments which
incldded' _bne-act plays, group-songs,

\n&€ws=broadcasts, and so on.

C_ii)l‘éucf of the Inmates of the Hostel.
Now a word about the conduct of the
inmates of the Hostel during the year
under review. The best asset of this
institution is the excellent conduct and
behaviour of its inmates. With an
element of legitimate pride, and a sense
of gratitude,! we would like to record
here that we are highly statisfied with
the behaviour of our students, both
inside and outside the institution.
They have always been ready to take
correction in the right spirit, and they
have kept up the well-earned reputation
of this Hostel as an institution where
character-training is given the highest
importance. The credit for the great
success of this Hostel goes to them.

We wish all success and the best of
luck to our out-going inmates.

THE WARDENS.



The College Chronicle

Irth June, 1957. The ringing of the
College bell marks the beginning of a
new academic year. The bold “veterans’
and the diffident new-comers get ac-
quainted with one another. Besieged by
parents and guardians seeking ad-
mission to the college for their sons and
wards, the Irincipal gets a taste of
the concentration camp and the third
degree (Indian type.)

I4th June, 1957. The Asian Flu has
invaded Trivandrum-—a boon to the
medical profession and the medical
stores, but something of a torture to the
patients. The college is closed for a
fortnight, to the great delight of the-
holiday-lovers (at least of such of th n:h
as the flu has mercifully spared).

Ist July, 1957. The raging flu has
abated somewhat. The callege \pe-
opens. The halls resounc\i‘\'.‘g’g“an:jn'ilh
the stentorian voices of 'Te'ét‘ggti’gs; and,
occasionally, with th@;i;fiistermm merri-
ment of the student__s_,l-,

In the evening, a Mass of the Holy
Ghost is celebrated in the auditorium to
invoke God’s blessing on this year’s
work.

3rd July, 1957. Feast of St. Thomas,
the Apostle of India. Holiday in
honour of the Saint. In connection
with the celebrations, a meeting is held
in the auditorium, with Rev. Fr. Francis

Kalacherry, the Principal, in the chair.
Rev. Fr. Daniel Ayyaneth, Sri. V.S,

Ouseph, B. A.(Hons), and Sri P. T.
George, IV U. C., deliver panegyrics on
the great Saint.

Irth July, 1957. A group of happy
young men and youung women, all
students of the University of California,
U. S. A, pay us a very pleasant visit.
Their gaiety and liveliness are conta-
gious. They surprise and delight us by
singing the Indian National Anthem,
and a song on Kerala, composed by
themselves. With short speeches, they
introduce themsSelves to our students.
Later they¢mingle with our students,
and soonevery one becomes friendly
and familias, ‘and begins to exchange
ideds,6n (cgmmon problems. Who said,

“Bast is East and West is West,

Tbe twain shall never meet’”?

-,gf:?ﬁr July, 1957. Fourth anniversary
'6F the demise of His Grace Mar Ivanios,
of revered memory, the great Founder
of our College. Students and staff
attend Solemn High Mass celebrated at
his tomb. May his soul rest in peace.

20th July, 1957. The College goes to
the polls. The office-bearers of the
various associations are elected by secret
ballot, after a lively election compaign,
in which, in contrast to the campaign
that precedes elections to the State
Assembly, tempers were not frayed, nor
names ever called.

3cth July, 1957, The Principal is “at
home” to the members of the staff, A
welcome annuval function, which some
members of the staff maintain, will be
even more welcome if held monthly.,

3rst July, 1957 The Catholic mem-
bers of the staff elect Sri Rudolf Netto
and Sri A. J. Varghese to bg President

ns
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and Secretary, respectively, of the
Newman Association. Shows that, in
free India, youth is no bar to high
office.

8th August, 1957. Rev. Fr. Francis
Kalacherry, the Principal, leaves for
Madras to attend a meeting of the
Xavier Board of Higher Studies.

12th August, 1957. Combined in-
auguration of the Catholic Students’
Union, the Newman Association, and
the Sodality of the B. V. Mary. The
inaugural address is delivered by Sri
V. G. Cyriac, M. A, B. L

I4th August, 1957. The Newman
Association meets to bid farewell to
Professor Ittyera Joseph, who was Presi-
dent of the Association for many years.
A man of strong faith and solid virtues,
he was a source of inspiration to all
around him. He leaves us to become
Head of the Department of Chemistry
at St. Thomas College, Trichur. Our
College is deeply indebted-to him-for
his many years’ dovoted \service: We
wish him all success_in hisuew under-
taking.

I5th August, 1957. Feast of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
and Independence Day.

To celebrate Independence Day and
the centenary of the Independence

Movement, an extraordinary meeting
of the staff and students is held in the

auditorium with Rev. Fr. Francis Kala-
cherry, Principal, in the chair.

P. V. Mathew, IV U. C., and R. Gopi-
natha Pillai, IV U. C., represent our
college in the Inter-Collegiate Elocution
Competition held in connexion with the
celebration of the 100th anniversary of
the freedom struggle in India.

26

22nd August, 1957. Combined in-
auguration of the various Associations
and Clubs. The inaugural address is
delivered by Dr. Ramanathan, M. A.,
Ph. D, Principal, S. D. College, Allep-
pey. Sri Ramakrishna Pillai, famous
writer and actor, makes an interesting

and instructive speech. A Malyalam
play, “.amiz. mismesgam mu’zmao’lssm’
is staged.

27th August, 1957. The Principal leaves
for Ernakulam \to attend the Private
College Principals’ Conference.

28th August, 1957. College closes for
Onam Bolidays. Students and staff
depart_for_their homes to enjoy the
holidays. (-

~T0th September, 1957. College re-opens
aftérthe holidays. The teachers and
the) faught are back at their work.

13th September, 1957. An extraordi-
nary meeting of the Malayalam Asso-
ciation is held in the college audi-
torium, under the chairmanship of Sri
N. Gopala Pillai, M. A. Sreemathy
Nabeesa Bibi, lecturer, Women’s College,
Trivandrum, makes a very useful
speech on the occasion.

16th September, 1957.  First General

‘Examination commences.

24th September, 1957. A German tou-
rist exhibits some slides of high quality
in the college auditorium.

27th September, 1957. The Catholic
students enter their annual spiritual
“retreat.” The spiritual “exercises’ are
directed by Rev. Fr. M. C. Joseph, S. J.
The College and Hostel premises no
more resound with shouts and laughter.
A solemn silence prevails everywhere in
the premises. A stranger would wonder
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whether this is a college or the ‘thapo-
vanam'’' of a Maharshil

4th October, 1957. The Feast of St.
Francis of Assissi, patron saint of our
Principal. The members of the staff
meet to wish the Rev. Father a happy
feast. Ad multos annos!

Sth October, 1957. A special meeting
of the staff and students is held to be-
moan the death of Sri A, J. John, Gover-
nor of Madras. Glowing tributes are
paid to the many great qualities of head
and heart for which this great son of
Kerala was famous in his life.

19th October, 1957. The Malayalam
Association conducts a debate under
the Speakership of Rev. Fr. Daniel
Ayyaneth. The proposition that “Mala-
yalam must be the medium of instruction
in the Kerala University” was moved

by Sri Thomas Mathew. It was opposed

by Sr: K. G. Philip. Both mover @nd
opponent were ably supported bymany
members of the House. Whenput to
the vote, the proposition w\gg‘e’dqﬁgﬁied
by a large majority, A Hgy‘se;'gp@ﬁosed
entirely of Malayalees,could net have
voted otherwise. For'most of us Mala-
yalees are stil intelligent, and know
what is good for us.

20th October, 1957. Mission Sunday.
To celebrate it, a meeting under the
chairmanship of Sri J. T. Moraes, M. A.,
B. L., is held under the auspices of the
Catholic Students’ Union, the Sodality
of the B. V. Mary, and the Newman
Association. A grand auction sale is
conducted at the end of the meeting.
Later a Malayalam play, ‘enexn’mae’,
to which admission is on ticket, is
staged. A sum of Rs. 400/— is collected
by these means in aid of the Missions,

“edypation.

24th October, 1957. The students and
staff are entertained to a festival of
music by the singers and musicians who
represented the Kerala University at the
Delhi Youth Festival. Most of the
members of the Kerala team were stu-
dents of our college. :

27th October, 1957. A botanical expe-
dition sets out for Ooty. May they
come back cooled and refreshed, and
burdened with rare plant specimens!

9th November, 1957. A benefit show
of ‘A Million-Pountd Note’ is held at
Sreekumar Theatre in aid of the regional
conference -of~ the All-India Catholic
University~Feéderation.

I3thdVovembyr, 1957. Dr. Richard Beale
Dayis)a pfobessor at the Columbia Uni-
versity, UNS. A,, addresses the staff and
stifdents’ on the American system of
At his invitation,. many
questions are put to him by members of
the audience, and he tries to answer
them all satisfactorily.

I7th November, 1957. Rev, Fr, Ceyrac,
S. J., general chaplain of the All-India
Catholic University Federation, ad-
dresses the Catholic students in the
Hostel chapel,

27th November, 1957. A special meeting
of the Mathematics Association is held
in the auditorium. At the meeting, a
mathematical prodigy displays his
wonderful skill in working out instanta-
neously, without the use of pen and
paper, the square roots, cube roots, and
even ninth roots of large numbers!
Mathematics students cast wistful glan-
ces at his head, and sigh!

29th November, 1957. Inter-collegiate
athletic meet at the University stadium,
Classes are not conducted in the after-

27
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noon, so that students may be enabled
to attend the meet.

6th December, 1957. The Catholic
members of the staff begin their annual
‘retreat’ under the wise direcion of Rev.
Fr. Backer, S. J.

Oth December, 1957. The Catholic
members of the staff come out of their
‘retreat’, refreshed and renewed in
spirit, and well prepared to grapple with
the problems of life for another year,

Second general examination begins.

I7th December, 1957. The college
closes for Christmas holidays All the
inmates of the St Thomas Hostel, except
some gentlemen from Ceylon, go home
some of them dreaming of cakes, cards
gifts, and roast turkeys.

26th December, 1957. A Regional
dership Camp, under the auspices o
All-India Catholic University Feder
tion, opens in the college pr eS|
limited number of students,—carsfully
selected from different w’& {tend
the camp.

27th December, I9 ‘wE J. Carri,
lecturer in Engli nd Chief Editor of
the College Annual, starts for Madras,

to participate, as a representative of the
college, in the Thirty-Second All-India
Educational Conference.

29th Decemtcr, 1957. The Regional
" Leadership Camp closes, and the Region-
al Conference of the All-India Catholic
University Federation begins, The
college auditorium is decorated in grand
style for the occasion.

29th December, 1957, to Ist January,
1958. The Regional Conference goes
on. The various sessions are attended
by two hundred young men, and an

.8

’%’

el
1o Eop

Qgcontruverszal topics,

almost equal number of young women
from the various colleges in the Starte.
Eminent personalities, including Arch-
bishops and Bishops, addressthe con-
ference. Musical performances ‘sweeten’
every session, and plays are staged
every night.

3ist December, 19s-. In the evening
an impressive devotional procession is
taken out through the main streets of
Trivandrum. Four hundred young men
and women march along in perfect
order, in p ;?t silence when not sing-
ing hym reciting prayers. A memo-
rable acle!

an-ul{ry, 058 Sri E. J. Carri
m Madras after taking an

rt in the All-India Educational
rence by making no fewer than
speeches at various sessions on

C

2nd January, 1058. The college re-
opens after Christmas holidays. Once
again the old routine of bells and
lectures begins, but at a higher tempo
than before, as this is the last term, and
there are only three and a half months
more for the public examinations.

8th January, 19s8. Dr. John Mathai,
Vice-Chancellor of the Kerala Univer-
sity, pays us a visit. He goes from
class-room to class-room, talking to the
students and encouraging them to talk
tohim. Later he meets the staff and
discusses with them such matters as the
provision of greater facilities for
research, and the medium of instruction.
But, disappointingly, he skips over the
question of enhancing the meagre sala-
ries of the under-paid teachers of private
colleges.
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I1th J.inuary, 1958. Prof. J.Srinivasan,
Head of the Department of ‘Botany,
passes away peacefully after a short
illness. This is a great loss to the
College and the University. Our heart-
felt condolences to the bereaved family.

I2th January, 1958. News of the sad
demise of Prof. J. Srinivasan reaches us
only to-day.

I3th January, 1958. Condolence meet-
ing in'the auditorium to bemoan the
death of Prof. Srinivaran, Holiday
declared in mourning.

23rd January, 195s8. Annual sports
in connexion with College Day celebra-
tions. A notable event is the tug of
war (in the literal sense) between the
tea ‘hers and the taught. The youngsters
prove that they are stronger than their
masters.

25th January, 1958. College Day.The:

College Flag is hoisted in the morning.
The public meeting held in theevening
is presided over by Prof. C, P. Mathew,
a veteran educationist. DA, S.
Narayana Pillai, Proféssor “of Philo-
sophy, University College, Trivandrum,
makes a thought-provoking speech. An
English play, ‘Love is the Best Doctor’,
and a Tamil play are stagedin the
evening,

27th January, 1958. The Annual Social
Gathering. The Guest of Honour is Dr.
Kesava Rao, Principal, Engineering
College, Trivandrum. In the course of
his brief but erudite talk, he pays a
glowing tribute to our college for main-
taining the highest standards of disci-
pline and character-training. After the
‘social’, a Hindi play and a Malayalam
play are staged by the students.

28th January, 1058. - Hostel Day, The
Social Gathering begins “at'6.p. m. The
Guest of Honour is Sri Korah Mani,
Principal, Training College,. Trivandrm.
His Grace the Archbishop blesses the
function with his presence.- After the
tea-party, a one-act play in-Malayalam,
called ‘esw.’, is staged by the inmates of
the Hostel. & Bl i ps

31st January, 19s8. The Music Club
arranges a magnificent performance on
the Hammond -organ by Mr. James -H.
McGillivray, the'Director of the United
States Information Library, Trivan-
drum. Ag¢-often happens in Trivan-
drum, the eldctrical supply fails just
when/the ¢écital is about to begin.
But. “the (_talented musician - prevents
boredem by teaching the audience to
sing several popular songs.

Ist February, 1958. Annual social
gathering of the Catholic Stueents’
Union. After the tea-party, a meeting
is held at which Dr. P, T, Joseph, M. Sc.,
Ph. D., makes a thought-provoking
speech.

2nd February, 1958. Feast of the
Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Catholic students and members of the
staff conduct a candle-light procession
from the Hostel chapel to the Asramom
Church. A solemn and inspiring spec-
tacle.

S5th February, 1958. Sri C. I. Abraham,
I A.S., Retired Managing Director of
the Kerala State Finance Corporation
makes a speech to the students and
staff on ‘Industries and Finance.’

7th February, 1508. Master-magician
K. K. Kutty produces milk froni the
mouths and ears of a student; and

29
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imparts a sweet smell to the hands of
some lecturers ! Everyone enjoys the
show.

21 February,- 1958. Last working-
day of the year. The teachers are glad
at the prospects of some rest and
relaxation after a hectic term of un-
remitting toil. The students go into
retirement, like sitting fowls, (apologies
for the similel) to brood over their
books and their notes.

24th February, 1958. Annual General

30

Examination for the Junior students
and ‘model examination’ for the stu-
dents of the University Previous Course,

28 February, 1058. The College clo-
ses for mid-summer holidays.

17th  March, 1958. Public Exami-
nation begins for the Pre-University
students. '

20th March, 1958. Public Exami-
nation begins for the B. A, B. Sc.,, and
B. Com. students. We wish everyone
success. God bless you all.



COLLEGE DAY CELEBRATIONS
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Reading of the Annual Report College Champion receives Dr. A.S. Narayana Pillai
the award speaking

The Guest of Homopr Spread out at the social Dr. Kesava Rao speaking
at the Social

Champion in action A Victorious Finish Putting the Shot



Flag Hoisting

The Gathering

i b

Prof. T. Srinivasan Speaking



Literary Beauty in the Bible.

{J. Stephen, University Previous Course )

HE literary beauty of the Bible is
marvellous. Wherever one opens
this great Book, one finds passages of
exquisite poetic charm, anecdotes that
stir the deepest feelings of the human
heart, thoughts that ennoble the spirit
and elevate the mind to celestial heights.

In the New Testament, for instance,
we find that wonderful short story about
the Prodigal Son. It tells a touching
tale of sin and repentance, of debase-
ment and regeneration, of loneliness and
home-coming, of the hesitancy of peni-

tent youth and an old man’s cataracti @
rush of love—all in five hundred worﬁg\.‘“—)

Then there is the Sermon on theMﬂc‘Iﬁnt,
which has, through the centuria{,&ta}es
vated the admiring attentio QP’ C,bg!.
ians and non-Christians h ho
believe in Christ’s divinitgs an@%those
who do not believe id\it. Magnificent
and uncompromising; the Sermon sets
forth the eight beatitudes and the eternal
verities that form the basis of goodness
and righteousness and enduring human
happiness.

St. John’s account of Jesus’s encoun-
ter with the Samaritan woman at the
well of Sichar is pure poetry at once
simple and sublime, Nothing quite like
it is to be found anywhere else in lite-
rature.

Another passage of wonderful beauty,
also in St. John’s Gaospel, contains:-the
story of the woman taken in adultery,

&

The Scribes and Pharisees brought to
Jesus a woman taken in the act of sinning.
They told Jesus that, according to the
law of Moses, she should be stoned to
death. But «“ What is thy sentence?”
They were hoping~he would say some-
thing against t w of Moses, so that
they could g that charge against
Him. But{€sus'bent down, and began
writingoivthesgeound  with His: finger:

Whep, (¢ f that they continued to
question Hini, He looked up and said to
t&' \hichever of you is free from

@ cast Lthe first stone. at her”.
He bent down again, and went on
ting on the ground. Perhaps he was.

writing down a catalogue of the sins of

each one present. And they began to go
out one by one, beginning with the
oldest, till Jesus was left alone with the
woman. Then Jesus looked up and
asked her, “Woman, where are thy
accusers ? Has no one condemned thee?
“ No one, Lord,” she said. And Jesus
said to her, “I will not condemn thee
either. Go, and do not sin again hence-
forward”. Has the simple grandeur of
this true story been ever excelled any-
where in literature?

We find in the Old Testament the
Canticle of ' Canticles, an extremely
beautiful song. Everything that a lover
can say to his:beloved is said there in
language that is more than mellifluous.
“Show me thy face, let me hear: thy
voice, for thy voice is sweet and thy
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face comely......... At our gates are all
manner of pleasant fruits: the new and
the old, my beloved, I have kept for thee
......... My dove in the clefts of the rock
......... Fair as the moon, bright as the
sun......Set me as a seal upon thy heart.
Arise, make haste, my love, my dove,
my beautiful one, and come, for lo, the
winter is past, the rain is over and
gone”.

Then there is the tender, heart-warm-
ing story of Ruth, which contains the
loveliest address of loyalty in all litera-
ture: “For whithersoever thou shalt go,
Iwill go, and where thou shalt dwell,
I also will dwell. Thy people shall be
my people, and thy God my God”.

The story of young David, who was
ruddy and beautiful to behold, is one bf

the most thrilling and poignant of( 'b?‘f)-'

graphies. Who can read it without bemg
thrilled by its unforgettable d&thﬂs, the
five smooth stones picked f:‘mﬁ a-brook,
the gavelin against the. ﬁ"ip,th‘e dum-
mies in beds and theréal ;men living
among rocks and sands thesane feign-
ing insanity and 2n’ insane man reign-
ing, jousting by a pool, death in the
gates, curses from a hillside; and
Absalom hanging from the bough of a
tree in the wood of Ephraim?. Two of
the most moving laments in all litera-
ture are found in David’s story. The
first is the lament over the dead Saul
and Jonathan.

How are the mighty fallen !

Tell it not in Geth,

Publish it not in the streets of
Ascalon,

Lest the daughters of the Philistines
rejoice,

Lest the daughters of the uncircum-
cised triumph.
You mountains of Gelboe,

Never dew, never rain fall upon you,
Never from your lands be offerings
of first fruits made ;
For there the warrior’s shield is
thrown away,
bright with oil
no more......

Saul and Jonathan lovely and
comely in their lives,
death they were not
divided.

Théy-were swifter than eagles,

They were stronger than lions.
Q[Ye,iﬂmghters of Israel, weep over
A Saul

The shield of Saul,

And iqf.jg%&-eir

W"go dressed you in scarlet,
"“‘Who decked out your apparel with
ornaments of gold

you, Jonathan, my
brother,
Beloved by me beyond all love of
women.
Never woman loved her only son as
I loved thee......

O, how are the mighty fallen
And the weapons of war perished |

I grieve for

Equally poignnant is David’s cry
of anguish at the news of his son
Absalom’s death.

It isa lament bare of all ornament,
loaded with grief and grief only, full of
the choking sorrows of mankind, of a
mind cracking under the repeated blows
of one word: “And with that the
king went up to the room over the gate
in bitter sorrow and wept there. And
thus he said: O my son Absalom, my
son, my son |”



LITERARY BEAUTY IN THE BIBLE

In Isias alone there is an anthology
of great poetry. “For those who like
their poetry to growl and flash like a
summer storm, Isias is the book.” One
of Isias’s poems, called The Taunt Song
Avainst the King of Babylon, describes
how everyone suddenly burst out sing-
ing at the news of the death of the
tyrant. The cedars of Lebanon, which
he had butchered, rejoiced Long-dead
kings exulted because he too had been
laid low, and his ambitions had crashed.
He was ‘‘cast away, unburied like an
unwanted ghost, a garment of the slain.”
“The poem builds up stridently, like
a hurricane menace, to the sweeping
climax in Jahweh’s threat against the
king’s people:

‘ Twill intervene and rise up against them’
said Jahwel of the hosts, ‘And I will cut
off from Babylon nime and remnant, é':&ﬁ
and child)’ said Jahweh,’ ¢ And I w:il-make
it the doma:n of the hedgehog and. pools-of

water, and I will sweep it w'th the besom
of ruin,’ said Jahweh of the hosts.”

The following marv ellous lines, again,
are found in Isias:

“ Who measured the waters in the
hollow of his hand ?
And weighed the mountains in
scales

And the hills in a balance ?
He dwells above the circle of the
earth
So that the inhabitants thereof are
Q like locusts.
He stremh’éﬂ out the heavens like a
veil
And spread them out like a tent to
, dwell in.”

¢ Thesz afe only a few of the innu-
mer passages of beauty and power
w C)l the Bible cantains. No one,

atever his religion may be, can claim
t6 be a lover of great literature, if he
has not read _the Bible at least once.

Versatile Sugar.

(P. T. Sebastian, University Previous Course. )

NLESS you are one of those who
have a preference for the bitter

and the bizarre, you will like your
coffee or tea sweet. And unless you are
one of the unfortunates known as dia-
betics, you will, in all probability,
sweeten your favourite beverage with
sugar. Sugar is also an essential item

in the preparation of a thousand deli-
cacies which delight your palate. But
perhaps you are not aware that this
crystal of sweetness has a large number
of uses, besides that of solacing your
taste-buds?

To-day, thousands of products are
made from sugar. It is used in'the

3
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manufacture of such unlikely things as
cement, explosives, penicillin, paper,
synthetic rubber, and welding rods.
Wizards of science have pulled from
test tubes more than three thousand
products from sugar.

Gasoline can to-day be made from
sugar. In the manufacture of plastics,
sugar is now being used in ever-in-
creasing quantities. One by-product
can be used for lining beer cans. Ma-
kers of poisons and insecticides use
enormous quantities of sugar. The
leather industry has been helped by the
discovery that when some sugar is added
to the tanning mixture, fermentation
takes place, and that the acid improves
curing of the leather. Sugar is also
used in curing meat before it is packed.

It creates a bacterial action which ime »ﬁ-l

parts to tobacco a better flavour. 13
used in silvering mirrors. The st.rensg’th

directly or indirectly, from sugar. The
starch in a potato, for instance, is made
from sugar. The process takes place in
the leaf of the plant. The cellulose and
lignin of wood are also made from sugar
in the leaves of the tree. The perfume
of flowers and the pigments which
colour their petals are developed from
sugar. Part of the energy of the sun-
light which falls on green leaves is stored
in the sugar made there. The energy
fixed every year in this fashion is equi-
valent to the gy derived from 3, 000
million tons oal,

Sugar,g"gﬂ" starches supply the most
quickly“awvailable fuel for hard muscular
acti %’ ligar has a higher caloric

@ any other food. It supplies
vanut‘ﬁ», 00 calories per pound. This
be compared to the 280 calories
lied by a pound of apples, or the
9 calories supplied by a pound of

of concrete can be increased dmer%<~ spmach

dously by mixing sugar w1thi1\ N

It was believed by chemw% fq?‘srﬁany
years that lactic acid co“td ‘belgroduced
only from milk. But modérn " research
shows that it cax&ﬁbe produced from
sugar.

The sourness of citric acid would
appear to have no similarity to the
sweetness of sugar. But citric acid can
be produced from sugar; indeed, most
citric acid is nowadays made from
sugar.

Doctor William J. Robbins, Professor
of Botany at Columbia University, calls
sugar the foundation of life. Plants, on
which we are essentially dependent, are
to a great extent, sugar. Even other
constituents of plants, such as oils,
fats, starch, and proteins, are produced,

4

Once it was believed that the con-
sumption of too much sugar was the
chief cause of diabetes. But it is now
known that diabetes is due to a dis-
ordered endocrine-gland system. There
is no proof that too much sugar in the
food brings on diabetes.

The sugar-cane was first cultivated in
India, about 800 B.C. It was soon.
carried to China, The art of refining
sugar was developed in India between
300 and 600 A. D. White sugar was
first made in Egypt, by the Nestorian
monks, about the year 600 A. D.

Beet sugar was not made until the
18th century. It was Andreas Marggraf,
professor of physics at the Berlin Aca-
demy of Science, who first extracted
the crystals from beets. This was in
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1747. Fifty years later,
production of beet-sugar
Europe.

The four sources of organic raw-mate-
rials are coal, petroleum, animals, and
plants. Chemical investigation of coal-
tar brought about a ‘“‘coal-tar age ", when
dyes, drugs, perfumes, and explosives
were made from coal products. About
1918, the “petroleum age’” began, when
it was discovered how high-octane
gasolines, plastics, synthetic rubber, and
anaesthetics could be made from pet-
roleum. Ours may be called the

commercial
began in

““carbohydrate age”, for scientists, faced
with an eventual dwindling of coal and
petroleum, have turned to the inex-
haustible supplies of the plants. [hree-
fourths of all plant matter consists of
carbohydrates : cellulose, starch, and
sugar. Cellulose and starch have al-
ready been tapped, but sugar is just
beginning to be. If we are to judge
from the rate at which scientists are
evolving newer and newer products out
of sugar, we may safely predict that
the ‘‘carbohydrate age” will be with
us a long time.

\_/

The Wonders of Human Memory

(P. §:@George, Il B. Sc.) .

THE powers of human memory are
prodigious. But most 'of us neglect
to exercise our memory, ‘and\80 this
wonderful faculty remains undeveloped.
In the old days,. thildren at school
were compelled to learn by heart
a few lines of poetry every day.
It must have done them a lot of good.
But nowadays memory-training is sadly
neglected, and this neglect has certain-
ly not added to our intellectual capa-
city. Men of achievement have always
realized the value of a highly trained
memory. It is said that Field-Marshall
Montgomery commits to memory a para-
graph of English prose every day. This
is an example worth emulating.

A fast, facile memory is not beyond
the reach of an average individual. We

might wonder why it is that a man, who
can remember dozens of telephone num-
bers, consistently carries about in his
brief-case, and forgets for several days
to post, a letter entrusted to him by his
wife for mailing. There are women
who listen for hours to highly intel-
lectual speeches and come away remem-
bering nothing of what was said, and
yet they will tell you the colour of the
sari worn by every other lady present
at the meeting. The difference lies in
“ interest .

There have been many men who have
astonished the world by prodigious feats
of memory. An Englishman named
Jedehiah Buxton told the world in 1750
that there are 586,040,972,673,024,000
human hairs in a cubic mile. He had

5
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made all his calculations without the
aid of pencil and paper, to prove that
he had a memory. It is said that
Jedehiah passed long winter evenings
exercising his memory with similar
calculations. He could give, on a
second’s notice, a detailed account of all
the free beer he had had from the age
of twelve.

Most people have trouble in remem-
bering names and faces; and yet we all
wish we could remember the names of
all the people we meet. There have
been men who have come close to this
ideal. Caesar and Cyrus, it is said,
knew all the soldiers in their armies.
Themistocles knew the names of some
21,000 Athenian citizens. King Nitkita
of Montenegro, who died in 1921, knew
the name, age, and occupation of each pf,
the 150,000 men in his little kingd6m?
Jim Farely, who managed Franklin-
Roosevelt’s first presidential cdmpaign,®
could address some 50,000 speoplé> by
name and talk with them| i‘am).hﬁﬂy

Most students find it diffiedlt” to re-
member fully what they have heard in
class or read in books. Let them pick up
a bit of encouragement from Pietro
Guardi, who knew by heart the whole of
Dante’s Divine Comeay. There are also
many Muslims, who know the 2,400,000
words of the Koran by heart. Erasmus
learned Horace and Terence by heart in
his teens. Racine, the French dramatist
and poet, could quote entire plays from
memory. Friedrich Wold, the foun-
der of scientific classical philology,
memorized whole cantos of Tasse at the
age of twelve. About the same time
he began to study English. He borrowed
a dictionary for a month, and before

6
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he returned it, had committed two-
thirds of it to memory, and copied out
the remaining third. He had already
before this learned by heart a Greek
dictionary.

There is an interesting story about
the novelist, Col. Arthur Lynch. While
awaiting trial in prison for an alleged
crime, he was denied the use of pen
and paper. He therefore thought out
a whole novel, and comitted the un-
written work to{ memory. Two years
later, when hewas released, he prompt-
ly wrote out, \from memory, the whole
novel, which ran to 70,000 words.

Chateabbriand, the French author and
Sta.rﬁsmam,feauld repeat, word for word,
a who}.eﬂ_s’ermon he had heard, even
when he had not paid close attention to

Macaulay knew the whole of Para-
dise Lost by heart. Mozart, after once

‘Hearing the Miserere of Allegri played,

wrote it out in full from memory.
Edgar Wallace could identify any pas-
sage from any of the numerous books
he had written

One of the chief fields for memory
experts has been that of mathematics.
Tom Fuller, the Virginia calculator,
was once tested on his prowess. It took
him exactly g0 seconds to estimate the
number of seconds in 70 years, 17 days,
and twelve hours. Zacharia Dase, after
glancing over a row of twelve figures,
could repeat them in any order.

Another field in which mental
wizards exercise themselves is that of
languages. Herald Ludwig Schutz, of
Frankfurt, Germany, could speak no
fewer than 200 languages fluently. But
Joseph Caspar Cardinal Mezzofanti, a
prince of the Catholic Church, was pro-
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bably the greatest linguist the world
has known. In the course of his life
he gained complete mastery of 114
languages and 72 dialects. There is
expert testimony to the fact that in at
least 54 languages ‘“he was as profi-
cient as an educated native.” It took
him only four months of intensive study
to master the Chinese language to per-
fection; but this was the language on
which he spent the most time.

In spite of the greatness of his
achievement, Cardinal Mezzofanti stated
that his method of learning was “none
other than that of our schoolboys—
writing out paradigms and words and
committing them to memory.” This
must give some comfort to those of us,
who would like to be reassured that we
too can develop our memory if we
set about it with determination and
persistence.

—_— s T LT
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Californian Trees—
World's Largest and QHé-'staLiving Things
(Rev. Fr. Jos Mathew, M. Sci, -;"B'.-‘T., M. Ed.)

"HE Giant Sequoias are survivers
of anancient lineage of huge trees
which grew over much of the( earth
millions of years ago. Evidence (of
their antiquity is supplied, \at present
by fossilized remains foand buciéd in
the strata of early gedlogicdl Jperiods.
The dinosaurs, the giant lizards, and the
ichthyosauruses are 21l long since gone.
Most of the giant sequoias also have
disappeared, but some of them have
survived through theages. The famous
botanist, Dr. John Muir, says, *God
cared for these trees, saved them from
drought, disease, avalanches, and a
thousand straining, levelling tempests
and floods. ”

Today, the only place in the world
where these trees are found in their
natural habitat is California. There
are two kinds of sequoias, namely the
Sequoia Gigantea, found along the West-

erm)stope of the Sierra Nevada, and the
Sequoia Sempervirens, found in central
California and also on the northern
Californian coast. Both are members
of the same sequoia genus, and are
generally called the Giant Sequoias.
The sequoia sempervirens is commonly
known as the Coast Redwood, and
among these we find the world’s tallest
tree, 364 feet in height. The sequoia
gigantea is supposed to be the most
ancient and distinguished of the many
species that once grew widely in the
northern hemisphere continent. To this
species belong the two oldest trees in
the world, the General Sherman, and the
General Grant, The Washington Tree,
The Lincoln Tree, the Founder’s Grove,
and the Muir Grove, also deserve men-
tion.

The General Grant Tree is one of the
largest of the sequoias, 267 feet in

7
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height, 107:6 feet in circumference, and
45,232 cubic feet in volume. The age
of this tree is estimated to be 3500 years.
The General Sherman Tree, tound in the
Sequoia National Park, has a height of
272 feet; and a base circumference of 1016
feet. Its trunk is about 50,000 cubic feet
in-volume, and about 625 tons in weight.
The age of this tree is estimated to be
3,800 years or more. Dr. John Muir
says in his book that he could count
4000 annual rings on one sequoia stump
in Converse Basin. Of all classes of
living things on this planet, therefore,
the giant sequoias must be considered
the longest-lived.

Though these trees are thus extremely
old, none of them shows any signs of
being so old. Each is vigorous and,
virile. Insects, disease, forest fires, and
lightning, the common enemies of /mest
farests, can seldom kill the Giant Seqoias

I saw many black scars and h;o‘hlﬁws on~

the tree trumnks, ev1dently \caus
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lightning or diseases. But the thick
asbestos-like bark and the wood with
heavy tannin resist fire, various tree-~
diseases, and especially insect attacks.

The WAWONA Tree is famous as the
only tree in the world through the trunk
of which a road passes. Yes, this tree
has a tunnel, a public thoroughfare pass-
ing through its trunk; and cars, trucks,
and station wagons pass through the
tunnel easily and constantly. ;

All the tre@i ‘mentioned here and
many noted ~others form part of the
National,Parks, and hence come under
the I\ét}imai Park Service, the chief
pucpe @’ main responsibility of
wh ()Io conserve the scenery, to

protect natural and historic objects, to

"pﬁek‘é}ve wild life, and to provide for the

enjoyment of these things in such man-
fner and by such means as will leave
them unimpaired for the enjoyment of
future generations.

: The Slave

( Varghese Tharakan, Il B. Sc.)

HE Communist is a slave. He is
not allowed to think for himself or
to act for himself. The Communist
Party is a mental concentration camp
from which there is little chance of
escape. No Communist is a Communist
if he is not a hundred-per-cent * yes-
man”, who blindly assents to every-
thing that the party leadership asserts
or denies.

8

The first requisite for a Communist is
to understand that he is serving Soviet
Russia, and no other nation. Never can
he think, or think of thinking, of ut-
tering one word of criticism, or even
reservation, of the Soviet Government,
its leaders, or their decisions. What-
ever they say or do is always one hun-
dred per cent right and correct. A
Communist cannot say or think, * What
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the Soviet Government says may be
good, but there are features of it that
are deficient”. Whatever is Soviet-
spawned is infallibly correct and right.
There cannot be any flaw whatever in
it. Any one who dares even to hint at
flaw is a lier, and a slanderer of the
Soviet Union.

The Communist Party of India, like
the Communist Party of any other
country. takes its orders from  Moscow.
It often makes itself ridiculous by fol-
lowing one policy one day, and the oppo-
site policy the next day, in conformity
with new orders from the Kremlin, In
the late thirties, Stalin ordered a Popular
Front move among all national Com-
munist Parties, commanding them to
align themselves with other political
parties which were opposed to ‘fascism ’

and imperialism. Acting under these’

instructions from Moscow, the Ci'jﬁ-i-
munist Party of India launched
United Front movement It now de<
clared that the Congress, was not,' as

theX

previously believed, a capitalist orga-
nization, but a revolutionary movement,
and announced that it would now work
with the Congress for Indian independ-
ence. When war broke out in 1939,
the C. P. L. joined with the Congress in
opposing Allied war efforts. Day before
yesterday’s enemies became, under
orders from Moscow, yesterday’s friends.
But when Hitler attacked Russia, new
orders came from Moscow. What had
been formerly an imperialist war now
became a peopl;gfé war. The CPI per-
formed a humiliating about-turn and -
reversed it policy. It condemned the
Congress,»and all other parties which
opposed " the war, as traitors. Yester-
day’s friends became, again under orders
from Moscow, today’s enemies !
Itis-obvipus that the ‘Communist has
0 adjust his thought processes con-
dinuously in such a way that he can de-
fend every act of the Soviet leadership
and blacken the reputation of everyone
daring to say that it may be wrong.

A Formidable En-émy of Man

(A. P. Thomas, University Previous Course )

HE rat is the most formidable
animal enemy of mankind. On an
average he weighs only twelve ounces,
but he is a mighty engine of destruction.
He carries with himself many disease-
carrying devices, which make him a
dreadful menace to human health. And
his tribe may be counted, not in thou-
sands, but in millions. There are pro-

bably more rats in the world than there
are human beings. And they are found
in about half of the world’s land sur-
face. No other mammal, except man,
holds sway over so much territory.

Rats were rare in ancient cities.
Hardly any writer before the twelfth
century has made any clear reference to
them. It is believed that wild Arabian

9
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desert rats found out that life was
easier, food more readily available, in
villages than among sand dunes. So
they moved to town, became dependent
on mankind, and gradually spread into
populated areas. During the crusades,
when ships carrying Christian war
riors returned to Europe, African rats
came with them as stow-aways. They
increased and multiplied, and Europe
was soon overrun.

The damage caused by rats to food
and other commodities year after year
is simply colossal. An adult rat re-
quires about 50 pounds of food a year;
and his menu consists of almost any-
thing he can get hold of. Paint, shoe
leather, soap and even the rubber in-
sulation on electric wires, are palatable
to him. Rats have been knpwn to cut
into the bellies of swine, dig up turnips»
and feast on the toenails of sleeping
elephants. It has been estimated that
in the U. S. A. alone damage caused'by
rats costs 200,000,000 dallats @\ year.
Losses suffered by the “wholeg® world
must soar far into the'billions; but there
is no way a precisé assessment can be
made.

A rat uses his teeth at least half “his
waking hours. Even when he is not
eating, he enjoys ripping and cutting.
There is a biological reason for this,
The incisor teeth of the rat grows about
four inches a year, and it never stops
growing as long as the rat lives.
Obviously the rodent has to keep on
wearing down his teeth with constant
exercise.

A single rat may, in a few hours, tear
holes in dozens of sacks of flour, grain,
coffee, or even fertilizer. A hungry rat
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prefers to take random bites from a
score of potatoes or apples rather than
satisfy his hunger by eating the whole
of a few of them. Rats have been
known to slaughter as many as 1500
baby chicks in a single foray.

Rat teeth are unbelievably hard and
strong. Rats sometimes gnow through
lead pipes. In an eight-night test,
laboratory albino rats, though much
weaker than their wild cousins, cut
through two inches of foam glass. Only
six nights wefe necessary for them to
cut through an aluminium sheet half an
inch thlci: “Wild rats have been known
to gngw*t“hmugh four inches of concrete.
Théy havécit holes in dams and start-
el floods)

“Ipcredible though this may sound,
ers ¢an somehow move fowl and duck
€ggs over considerable distances, and
over obstacles. How they do it, no one
knows for certain But a popular story
is that one rat grabs an egg in his fore-
paws and lies on his back, while another
catches his tail and drags him to the
den.

How many rats are there in the world?
Well, there is unfortunably no reliable
census! It has been estimated that
there are 175,000,000 of them in the
U. S, A. alone. Many attempts have
been made in that country to extermi-
nate rats. In Baltimore, civic forces
succeeded in killing 460,000 rats in one
year, In another operation, which
covered three States, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture succeeded in exter-
minating 7,500,000 rats. But the rats
are not apparently over-much worried
by these massacres. For under ideal
conditions, one female can produce ten
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litters in a year, each litter consisting
of about ten young ones. Potentially,
one pair of rats can have as many as
350,000,000 descendants in three years.
Hence, even if exterminators should
succeed in destroying 95 per cent of the
rats in a region, the surviving five per
cent can bring the population back to
the old levels in a short time.

But some method must be deviced to
destroy the rat population of the world.
For, besides robbing mankind of im-

is transmitted to man by fleas from rats.
In the five or six generations before
Columbus’s voyage, more than 34,000,000
people died of plague in Europe. In
India, plague has caused the death of
very many millions of people in recent
decades. In less than a thousand years,
diseases spread by rats have taken more
lives than all the wars and revolutions
the world has ever known. Rats, there-
fore, deserve no mercy. They should
be extirpated from the surface of the

mense quantities of food, rats also earth. But this’js more easily said than
spread death among them. For plague done. Vo
SR D

The Mysterious-Monster of the Deep

(P. Sankdfaqkufty Nair, il U. C.)

FANTASTIC stories haweé ‘been. told,

through the centuries, by sailors
and people who live by,the seasshore, of
an enormous sea-serpent, hundreds of
feet in length, and of proportionate
thickness. It has been a fashion among
the scientifically-minded to reject these
stories as illusions of the brain or even
deliberate ‘inventions’  But a careful
and unb.assed study of available evi-
dence seems to establish that there is a
certain amount of truth underlying the
many fanciful stories that have bean
circulated.

In 1892, Prof, A. C. Oudemans, direc-
tor of a zoological park in Holland,
and a member of the Royal Dutch
Zoological Society, published a 592-page

book which contained 200 reports of
different encounters with this unknown
monster of the sea. There is no doubt
that at least half of these reports are
sincere, trustworthy reports of obser-
vations made by men, who grew up on or
near the sea, and who could certainly
tell the difference between the usual
denizens of the sea and an unknown one.

One of the earliest eye-witnesses was
a priest, Hans Egede ‘“‘the Apostle of
Greenland,” who sailed from his native
Norway in 1740. In his journal is found
the following entry: *“Amno 1734. July.
On the 6th appeared a very terrible sea-
monster, which raised itself so high
above the water, that its head reached
our main top. It had a long sharp

11
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snout, and blew like a whale; had broad
large flippers; and the body was, as it
were, covered by a hard skin; and it
was very wrinkled and uneven on its
skin; moreover the lower part was
formed like a snake, and when it went

under water again, it cast itself back-
wards, and in so doing it raised its tail

above the water, a whole shiplength
from its body”.

According to this account, the monster
is an animal with a huge body and long
neck, reaching to a height of about 30
feet. It has large flippers, of which
two were seen. Such an animal is not
biologically impossible.

In August, 1745, Commandant Von
Ferry was travelling in a small sailing
vessel from Trondheim to Molde, along
the coast of Norway.. When he was still
about a mile from Molde, he sighted 2

sea serpent, which passed by the boat(

at high speed. Ferry shot at jt; and Gt
immediately plunged under wa‘ter a,,nd
never surfaced again.

In 1817, reports of the-activities of a
sea serpent in Massachusefts® bay, and
especially in the harbour of Gloucestor,
were investigated expertly by the
Linnaean Society of Boston. One of the
eyewitnesses interrogated deposed as
follows: “I, Solomon Allen Third of
Gloucester, in the country of Essex, ship-
master, depose and say; that I have seen
a strange marine animal, that I believe
to be a serpent, in the harbour of said
Gloucester. 1 should judge him to be
between 80 and 90 feet in length, and
about the size of a half-barrel .........
I was about 150 yards from him, when
I judged him to be of the size of a half-
barrel. His head formed something like
the head of the rattle snake, but nearly
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as large as the head of a horse. ......

His colour was a dark brown, and I did
pot discover any spots on him”.

In 1829, the captain of the Royal Saxon
reported that “the serpent passed within
35 yards of the ship”.

On May 15, 1833, five officers, on a
fishing trip about 20 miles off Halifax,
sighted the monster. ‘‘ At the distance
of from 150 to 200 yards on our starboard
bow, we saw the head and neck of some
denizen of the deep, precisely like those
of a common sazke, in the act of swim-
ming, the head so far elevated and
thrown forward by the curve of the neck
as to enable usto see the water under
and, beyq }.it. The creature passed,
There could be no
mistake, o delusion”.

Om" August 6, 1848, the Daedalus,
under Cappain Peter M’ Quhae, was re-
turning from East Indian waters. The
ship had reached a point somewhere
between the cape of Good Hope and the
island of St. Helena. It was then that
the monster was sighted- The evidence
is on official British stationery: * The
object was discovered to be an enormous
serpent, with head and shoulders kept
about for feet constantly above the sur-
face of the sea. The diameter of the
serpent was about 15 or 16 inches behind
the head, which was, without any doubt,
that of a snake, and it was never, during
the twenty minutes that it continued in
sight of our glasses, once below the
surface of the water ; its colour, a dark
brown, with yellowish white about the
theoat . ...oaee 5

In 1849, Captain George Hope of
H. M. S. Fly saw this mysterious
monster of the deep. It had the head and
general shape of an alligator, but was

ETTrer
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different in two important features. The
neck was much longer than that of an
alligator, and, instead of four legs, it
had four large flippers.

The monster was also seen on December
31, 1848, by men on board H. M. S.
Plumper, west of Oporto; on March 30,
1856, by the captain and a few passengers
of the Imogen in the English Channel;
on Decemper 12. 1857, by Captain G. H.
Harrington of the Castilian in the
Atlantic ocean, ten miles northeast of
St- Helena; and on many other occa-
sions, by different observers, in differen®
places at sea.

The majority of observers agree on a
few important points: the total length
of the monsler is somewhere between 60
and 90 feet; in general shape, it is like
an alligator; but the neck is very mnc}y
longer; it has four flippers instead f°
legs; the back of the monster is dar
in colour, while the belly and unq_)'b;de
are lighter. < ‘;\ ﬁ. Y

K

Scientists, who are mll:n.g}_'ﬂm de
that there may be some truth<inm these
eye-witness accounts,>think “Mhat the
monster is. in all prebability, a reptile.
In 1893, Prof. A. C. Oudemans drew a
picture (reconstituted from the reports) of
this mysterious .monster. Two months
later, a report from the S. S. Umfult con-
firmed the correctness of his contentions.
“Sighted and passed about 500 yards
from ship a Monster Fish of the serpent
shape, about 80 feet long, with slimy skin
and short fins at about 20 feet apart on
the back, and in circemference about the
same dimension of a full-sized whale......"”

Many times during the present century
also has the monster been sighted. A
report printed in the Proceedings of the

Zoological Society (1906) tells of a sea
serpent encountered off Parahiba, Brazil,
by observers on boaid Valhalla, during
a scientific expedition. The date of the
encounter was December 7, 1905. Captain
F.W. Dean, R. N., of the armed merch-
ant cruiser Hilary, saw the monster in
the North Sea, some 70 miles to the south-
east of Iceland, on May 22, 1917- The
Hilary was torpedoed by the Germans
three days 'later, but Captain Dean
escaped from death, and was able to tell
the story. %
‘v‘w

At least Loy 'German submarines re-
ported dur@g vthe first world war that they
had sightegi'thg sea serpent. On July 30,
1915, the J-23..a German submarine, tor-
pedag,d ip Lh‘e North Atlantic the Br:llsh
sté%mer err:mr About 25 seconds after

\the ﬁhlfif disappedred under water, it ex-

?(If\::d at a depth of about 1,000 metres,
Shortly afterwards, pieces of wreckage,
as well as a huge marine animal, which
made violent movements; were thrown out
of the water, flying approximately 20 or
30 metres high...... The animal disappear-
ed in water after 10 or 15 seconds......It
was about 20 metres (66 feet) long, and
looked like a giant crocodile, and had four
powerful paddle-like limbs and a long,
pointed head ",

The latest encounter with our mysteri-
ous monster to be reported took place at
11-55 A. M., on Dec. 30, 1947. The Grace
Line steamer Santa Clara had just crossed
the Gulf Stream en route from New York
to Cartagena, and had reached aspot 118
miles due east of Cape Lookout. The sea
was calm and blue. “Suddenly John
Axelson (the 3rd mate) saw a snakelike
head rear out of the sea about 30 feet off
the starboard bow of the wessel. His

13
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exclamation of amazement directed the
attention of the other two mates tothe

sea monster. In a moment’s time it
came abeam of the bridge where they
stood, and was then left astern. The
creature’s head appeared to be about 23
feet across, 2 feet thick, and 5 feet long.
The cylindrically shaped body was
about 3 feet thick and the neck about 11
feet in diameter. As the monster came
abeam the bridge, it was observed that
the water around the monster, over an
area of 30 or 40 square feet, was stained
red. The visible part was about 35 feet
long. It was assumed that the colour of
the water was due to the creature’s blood
and that the stem of the ship had cut

"\v'

/ {
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the monster in two, but as there was no
observer on the other side of the vessel,
there was no way of estimating the total
length of the body. From the time the
monster was first sighted until it dis-
appeared in the distance astern, it was
threshing about as though in agony.
The monster’s skin was dark brown, slick
and smooth. There were no fins, hair, nor
protuberances on the head, neck, or
visible parts of the body."”

This report certainly confirms the older
ones ; and th@s no reason whatever to
Jdoubt its tkmth. It would not, therefore,
be rea ‘f)le any more to doubt the
existerce of a huge unknown animal in
l%/ Q‘Q larly called the Sea serpent.

O«O
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%.W of the Skies

N Gg Sekharan, !l B. Sc.)

4

“HE has bee m0§t elusive of

man's natura;\%}oes through the cen-
turies. Ancient men thought of her as
a weapon hurled down from heaven by
the angry gods. She certainly is the
fury of the heavens. We call her —too
simply and too lightly — “lighting.”
« Thunderbolt ”” is a better name; it
sounds more awful; and she, the fury,
certainly inspires awe.

Lightning causes a large number of
disastrous forest fires every year. It kills
hundreds of people, and injures thous-
ands. On the average, about a hundred
flashes occur every second over the
whole earth.
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Lightning always takes the easiest
route to earth. It follows the line of least
electrical resistance and will swerve
towards any good conductor near its
path. Tall towers and trees, telegraph
posts, and pointed spires are especially
good conductors. But if they are pro-
perly ¢ grounded’ or ¢ earthed’ in such a
way as to lead away quickly into the
ground any charge which might strike
them, they will remain undamaged.

Lightning is the electrical discharge
from a rainstorm. It is a gigantic spark
capable of travelling through the air at a
speed of 22,000,000 miles an hour. Thun-
derclouds may be described as power
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stations set up by nature. After a very
hot spell, a layer of warm air close to
the surface of the earth rises skywards.
The moisture in the rising warm air gets
condensed as it reaches the cooler re-
gions high up in the sky, and forms
storm-clouds. Infinite numbers of these
droplets of moisture take on electrical
charges. The heavier drops gather on
the lower side of the storm clouds. There
they bristle with positive charges of
electricity. The positively charged
clouds now begin to attract negative
charges to the surface of the earth. In
a short while, the tension between the
positive electricity in the storm clouds,
and the negative electricity on the sur-
face of the earth becomes, as it were,
unbearable, and all hell breaks loose. A

devastating, dashes downward to

terrific streak of electricity, potentiali;

trical tension. And that is li

U.S. A, have, during the last twenty
years, made many experiments and
obtained much useful information. At
the famous Westinghouse “lightning
laboratory”, electrical engineers have
succeeded in making three-million-volt
lightning strokes. They have even
aimed their bolts at test autombiles and
aeroplanes. One of the most powerful
lightning strokes ever recorded by
Westinghouse engineers was estimated
at 345,000 ampenes. Through the ex-
periments they %conducting, the scien-
tists hope t information that will

be usefu designing protective de-
vices fol\] orgies, factories, and electri-
cal ipment

C&r,@g buildings, that is, in-
s%ﬂ' g Nghtning conductors on them,

i
?ei}:breduces lightning hazards. It is
tmated that for every lightning-con-

earth in an attempt to relieve the - ctor - protected building which is
3 Q g
ming.X st

It is not a single streak of daz@g’/li. 4

but a series of giant sp;x?s,

earthward in rapid succe

s

N\
w @se light-

To find out how far
ning is striking, w ve only to count
the seconds that elapse between the
flash and the thunderclap. It .takes
practically no time for the flash to reach
your eyes. Buts it takes about five
seconds for sound to travel a mile. If
therefore fifteen seconds should elapse
between the flash and the thunder, we
can know that the bolt struck about
three miles away.

For many years now, scientists have
been carrying on research into the my-
steries of lightning. Scientists of the
General Electric Co., and the Westing-
house Electric Corporation, of the

e

ruck by lightning, twenty unprotected
ones are damaged.

Installing lightning conductors on a
tall building protects not only that
building, but also a certain area sur-
rounding it. The tallest building in the
world, the Empire State, for instance,
protects hundreds of smaller buildings
in its shadow.

Most people are scared of lightning,
And with good reason. For lightning
seems to strike anywhere and nowhere,
and at any time and no time at all. But
there are certain simple rules, the obser-
vance of which will reduce the risk of
being struck by lightning.

When a storm threatens, keep away
from clearings on a hill, or mountain-
top. Don’t ever take shelter under an
isolated tree. If you find yourself

15
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trapped in the open, lie down. But if you
can get indoors, that is the best thing to
do. Walking in the shelter of tall build-
ings is quite safe. You are also safe in
a steel-roofed car, bus, or train.
Lightning, so destructive and so terri-
fying, is not entirely without use to man.

For each bolt of lightning sets free a
new supply of nitrogen, which plants
need so much for their healthy growth.
This indirectly
plants provide us with the foods that are
essential for our well-being.

helps mankind, for

\

N\

Man's Strange Allies in the Vegetable
Kingdom" <

(N. C. Thomas

AN, the King ot
surrounded by an enormousty
great green world, on whichChe i§
absolutely dependent for his_yery exis-
tence. The air he breathes is{,on-
stantly being purified by green plants.
The three great ‘necessities. ‘o human
life — food, clothingy and ‘shelter — are
largely supplied by(plants. Drugs that
cure man’s diseases, and relieve bhis
suffering, are mainly plant products.
In short, one may safely assert that the
number of ways in_which the plant-
world serves mankind is well-nigh
infinite.

It is obvious how man is served by
such well-known members of the plant
kingdom as rice, wheat, cotton, teak,
and oak. But there are other plants,
not so well known, which are of service
to man in many strange ways.

The traveller’s palm of Madagascar,
which has been introduced into many

16
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‘tropieal lands, is always ready with a
Aeéticious, clear drink at the swelling at
its leaf-base. An incision at this
swollen portion yields enough of this
salutary liquid to quench the thirst of
one man. There are many woody climb-
ing plants, called liannas, which are real
vegetable fountains, for they yield a
steady supply of wholesome drink to
the natives.

The cow tree, found in abundance in
tropical forests, look much like the
rubber plant. It yields a white, sweet,
delicious juice, which tastes very much
like cow’s milk. It should be drunk as
soon as it is obtained from the tree, for
it coagulates on long exposure to air.

From the pith of the branches of the
lace-bark tree are obtained ready-made
cloth and lace used for a multitude of
purposes. The girls and women of the
region use the fine sheets for shawls,
mantles and other similar articles of
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clothing. The heavier cloth-like sheets
are used for clothings, mats, bags, etc.

We get very fine serviceable pairs
of sandals by cutting off proper slices,
with their peculiar fibre bands in posi-
tion, of the trunk of a tree called the
shoe tree.

If a torch is wanted for lighting
purposes, we can use the partly dried-
gum of the gomier tree.

Another palm, known as the piva,
will supply us with butter, merely on
boiling its fruit, and skimming off the
fat that rises to the surface. The
flower buds of the same tree will serve
as a ready-to-eat breakfast cereal.

On a few minutes’ information, a
native of the Amazon Region will bring
to you as many ready-made living
cigarettes as you want, They excell, in
quality and flavour, any variety. of
cigarettes sold in the market.

In an Indian forest, a clean s_hgiy-épain
be had without the aid of any thing like

civilized man’s steel razors-or blades..

The seeds of a certain species ©f) climb-
ing grass are equipped on either side
with tiny bladés, as sharp as any steel
razor, When the seed is grasped by its

‘beard’ and drawn gently across the
skin, the ting blades shave off the hairs
as neatly as any steel razor or blade can
ever do.

There are a great many plants, whose
leaves, seeds or blossoms are used for
catching fish. The action of all is the
same. The juice of the plant, stupefy
the fish, and they float helpless upon
the surface of the water, where those
that are required may be easily caught
with the hand. -Ror this purpose, on
the southern shores of Europe, they use
the seeds and) Ruts of red buckey; and
the CanaryIslanders take advantage of
the leayés of the Euphorbia plant.

These” aréyonly a few of the many
strabge flants and trees that help man
invmagdystrange ways. A complete enu-
meration of these strange dumb allies of
mankind is impossible, especially since
fhiere must be a very large number of
them whose usefulness has not yet been
discovered. But the little that we now
know of the service rendered by plants
to mankind should be enough to con-
vince us of the tender care and solicitude
with which our Father who is in Heaven
watches over us, His beloved children.

A cow and a bear entered the vegetarian restaurant called “ Co-Existence.’
The cow ordered first, “T should like two bananas, some lettuce, and a gallon of
water.” ¢ Thank you”, said the waiter, and, turning to the bear, asked, * And
what can I bring for you?” ¢« Nothing at present,” the bear answered, and

whispered, “ I’ll eat the cow a little later.”

=45
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Glass Industry ina Nutshell

(G. Mathew Panicker, Il B. Sc.)

~LASS was known to the ancient
Egyptians 6000 years ago. About
20 centuries before Christ, the temple of
Belus in Egypt was constructed with
bricks coloured with glass enamel.
A monument of green glass was built by
Sesotis in 1600 B.C. After Egypt, Alex-
andria became the centre of the glass
industry, and from there the knowledge
of glass manufacture spread to Greece
and Europe. In modern times, the glass
industry has made enormous prog,ress
all thg world over. Glass has bec
very cheap and useful to the pOOl’
the rich alike.

Glass is a transparent s 00
liquid of infinite viscosity, ¢ st&bg,of
a mixture of a number of alic sili-
cates, one of which i 3y that of

an alkali metal. Glass @no sharp
melting point or stallide structure.
So, when heated&’t gradually becomes
softer and softer, and at alast it is trans-
formed into a mobile liqguid. When the
liguid is allowed to cool, it passes
through a serfes of changes, which make
its manipulation easy, and the manu-
facture of glass articles by blowing be-
comes possible. Glass is either trans-
parent or translucent. It is not readily
attacked by ordinary chemical re-agents.
But it is affected by hydrogen fluoride
and alkalies, under certain conditions.
It can take a high polish, and, cut into
different geometrical shapes, it may be
used as substitute for costly gems. Glass

i8

q}gatﬁ. i i
f soda ash and salt cake.

can be manufactured in various colours,
and some of its properties like refractive
power, hardness, fusibility, etc., can be
altered. Pieces of glass can also be
welded together. Because of these pro-
perties, glassi{ widely used for de-

corative pu@!es.

The;ématerials used in glass manu-
factur e Silica, Potash, Soda, Lead,
Ca@ T!_\ Silica is used in the form

uaftyy ignited flint, white sand,
mary sand. Potassium is used
form of purified potassium car-

Sodium is used in the form
Lead is used
H] the forms of litharge (protoxide of
lead), red lead (red oxide of lead), and
white lead (mixture of lead carbonate
and hydrated lead oxide). Calcium is
used in the form of limestone and lime.

For the manufacture, the materials are
taken, powdered, weighed accurately,
and mixed in the correct proportion with
w cullets . The mixing process is carried
oul by machine so that a uniform pro-
duct may be obtained. This mixture is
called ‘“Baich”. This is now fused in
pots or in tanks made of fire-clay, a small
quantity at a time, till the vessels are
almost full of the molten material. In
manufacturing large quantitics of ordi-
nary glass, tanks are used, whereas in
the manufacture of special glasses, pots
are employed. In the caseof flint glass,
the pots are of SQeual design.
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GLASS INDUSTRY IN A NUTSHELL

The pots or tanks are heated by means
of ‘producer gas’. Decolourizers, like
manganese dioxide, or nitre, are added
to remove the colour produced by the
impurities in the raw materials. If car-
bon is present, the heating is continued
till the evolution of carbon dioxide,
sulphur dioxide, and other gases ceases,
To get coloured glass by the * pot metal
colouring process ™', the colouring ma-
tcrials, usually oxides of metals, are
added, and the mass is again heated till
it becomes uniform.

- In colouring glass, cobalt oxide and
copper oxide are used to obtain blue;
cuprous oxide, to obtain puiple of cassrus:;
metallic gold, to obtain ruby orred. Tin
oxide and calcium phosphate are used
for white opaque glass or milkb-white

rollers. After the manufacture of the
article, it is allowed to cool slowly be-
fore being sent to the market. This slow
cooling process is called ‘annealing,’
and it is an important process, If allowed
to cool rapidly, glass, not being a
good conductor of heat, will break under
very slight disturbances.

Glass is classified into four types. The
first is soda lime glass or soft glass. This
is mainly a mixture of sodium and cal-
cium slicates. M\is called soft glass
because it is @y fusible. It is used
in the manufadture of glass tubes, labor-
atory apg@@:’ices, glass beads, window
glass, ahd'glads plates. The socond is
poraﬂé“m -glass, Bohemian or hard glass.

N
It(zb/‘«e( ¢ ound of pottassium and c4l-
sjum gilicates. It is called hard glass,

glass; chromium oxide and ferric oxide %‘53@{{, it melts with difficulty. This

for green; antimony sulphide, for yel
or brown ; manganese dioxide for vfolet;
selenium and thallium compounds} for
pink. N I<“’~
‘When the mass has me@?&o wRMto a
liquid, and is free from Q‘}r,_bu@ﬁ‘!es and
glass balls, the temperature is¥allowed
to fall slowly, so thatithe glass attains
the required degree of plasticity to work
with. It is now worked by the method
of blowing. When molten glass has been
given the desired shape by blowing,
the articles are given a finish either in
moulds or by pressing them between

sed in the manufacture of glass ap-

Og’ratuses, which have to resist high tem-
, " peratures,

The third variety is the
potash lead glass or fiint &lass, a mixture
of potassium and lead silicates, This
is a very important variety of glass,
used in the manufacture of lenses,
prisms, electric bulbs, artificial gems, etc,
The fourth variety is the common glass
or bottle glass. This is made from sodi-
um, calcium and iron silicates, and
is used in the manufacture of medical
phials, bottles, and other such common
glass articles.

Experience is a hard teacher: she gives the test first, and the lesson after-

wards,
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The Late Professor J. Srinivasan

Dr. A. Sivaramasubramonia lyer, M. A., Ph. D.

In the sudden and sad death of Pro-
fessor J. Srinivasan on January 11, 1958,
the College and the University have
lost a distinguished teacher of Botany
and a well-beloved Guru.
Srinivasan had received his education
in Botany at Presidency College, Madras,
and before he was appointed to fhe
old Maharaja’s Science Colle%g,,; ha_;il_l
done competent work at Cq“irﬁba{m;e
Agricultural College. He joinied us s6me
six years ago after a .~very suceessful
career of about a quarter of @ century as
the Senior Assistaﬁf?’?ofessof of Botany
in University College, Trivandrum.
Though it was not his good fortune to
become the head of his section in that
college, his deep knowledge of the
subject, his remarkable mastery of ex-

Professor

position, and above all his affable ways
and helpfulness had endeared him to all

N

his students. ‘V:ﬂe consider it our ex-
treme good fprmne that we were able
to secure his services after his retire-
ment f.:»o’,‘xﬂ -G_p‘vernment service. During
the §ive add-a half years he was with us,

.Q%D"f)qség Srinivasan applied himself
‘-»{r:}’gﬁprtedly to the task of organizing
.ztgi"s—lbepartment and achieving efficiency

of instruction and experimental
dance.

gui-
We remember with pride that
the results in Botany during his steward-
ship have always been excellent, and
the Department was able to maintain
high standards and establish a repu-
tation in the University. His death at a
time when important changes are tak-
ing place in our University has casta
gloom on us all. We mourn his death
most sincerely and offer to the members
of the bereaved family our heart-felt
sympathy and deep sorrow,

20
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The Late Prof. ]. Srinivasan
Professor and Head of the Dept. of Botany
since 1952 who passed away
on llth January 1958
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REGIONAL -CONFERENCE OF THE C.S. U

“The Feast at (ana®

Boys on the march (Staged by B.C.M. College Girls in Procession

=]

His Grace Benedict Rt.Rev.Mgr. Peter Bernard Pereira His Grace Dr. Mathew
Mar Gregorios, O. 1. C. inaugurating the Kavukatt speeking
addreczineg the conference  leadershin earmn T R SRS Sl T ey




ARTS CLUB (1957—’58)

Kerala University Group Singing Teani@t th€ Talkatora Gardens, Delhi

The Hishops Candlestic
(Hindi)
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PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB (1957—'58)

2nd. ‘From darkness to light’
By
Y. Christudas, Pre. Un.

Ist. “The play of waters’
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